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1. The Weather of May 2022

With stronger than normal northeast monsoon affecting southern China in the month, the
weather of Hong Kong was much cooler than usual in May 2022.  The monthly mean temperature
was 25.0 degrees, 1.3 degrees below the normal figure of 26.3 degrees. Mainly attributing to the
heavy rain episode on 11 — 13 May, the month was also wetter than usual with a total rainfall of
436.5 millimetres, about 50 percent above the normal of 290.6 millimetres. The accumulated
rainfall recorded in the first five months of the year was 705.3 millimetres, about 19 percent above

the normal figure of 590.9 millimetres for the same period.

Under the influence of the northeast monsoon and an upper-air disturbance, the weather of
Hong Kong was cloudy with showers and rather cool on the first two days of the month. More
than 60 millimetres of rainfall were recorded over many places of the territory on these two days.
The temperature at the Observatory dropped to a minimum of 16.4 degrees on the morning of 2
May, the lowest record in May since 1917. The daily mean temperature of 18.5 degrees on that
day was also the lowest on record for May. Affected by a dry continental airstream and the
subsequent easterly airstream, local weather was generally fine on 3 — 6 May. It was also dry

with the relative humidity staying around 50 percent on the afternoons of 3 — 4 May.

Affected by an upper-air disturbance, it was mainly cloudy with some showers in Hong Kong
on 7 — 10 May. Meanwhile, an active trough of low pressure over the northern part of southern
China edged south on 10 May and lingered along the coast of Guangdong in the next few days.
The trough of low pressure brought heavy showers and squally thunderstorms to the Pearl River
Estuary areas on 11 — 13 May. Locally, more than 300 millimetres of rainfall were generally
recorded over the territory and rainfall even exceeded 400 millimetres over parts of Hong Kong
Island on these three days. The heavy rain on the morning of 13 May also necessitated the

issuance of the first Red Rainstorm Warning Signal of the year.

With the trough of low pressure shifting to the northern part of the South China Sea and the
onset of an easterly airstream over the coastal areas, the showery weather abated gradually on 14
— 15 May. Affected by the northeast monsoon, the weather became slightly cooler with a few
showers the next day. Dominated by the dry northeast monsoon, local weather turned mainly
fine on 17 — 18 May. It was also very dry on 18 May with the relative humidity over most parts

of the territory falling to about 30 percent around noon.

With the moderation of the northeast monsoon, apart from a few showers at first on 19 May,
it was generally fine and hot during the day on 19 — 21 May. Under the influence of a broad
trough of low pressure over the northern part of the South China Sea and the onset of a fresh to
strong easterly airstream, local weather turned mainly cloudy with a few showers on 22 — 25 May.
While the weather of Hong Kong was a mixture of sunshine and showers on 26 May, local weather

became showery with a few thunderstorms on 27 May as affected by a trough of low pressure
2



along the coast of Guangdong. The showers were more persistent over the New Territories with
more than 50 millimetres of rainfall recorded over Yuen Long, North District and Tai Po on that
day. With the anticyclone aloft over the western North Pacific extending westwards, the showers
eased off gradually with sunny periods during the day on 28 May. Apart from a few showers, the
weather was generally fine and hot on 29 — 30 May.  The temperature at the Observatory rose
to a maximum of 32.7 degrees on the afternoon of 30 May, the highest of the month. Under the
influence of a southerly airstream, there were sunny intervals, a few showers and thunderstorms

on the last day of the month.

There was no tropical cyclone over the South China Sea and the western North Pacific in
May 2022.

During the month, no aircraft was diverted due to adverse weather. Details of the issuance

and cancellation of various warnings/signals in the month are summarized in Table 1.1.
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Table 1.1 Warnings and Signals issued in May 2022

G PUES N L
Strong Monsoon Signal
B 4G ] FREEIRF ]
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H B H/H iR
day/month hour day/month hour
1/5 1745 1/5 2130
Thunderstorm Warning
A ] KRGS
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/A 153 H/HA 53
day/month hour day/month hour
10/5 1755 10/5 1930
10/5 2300 13/5 0045
13/5 0210 13/5 0900
13/5 1500 14/5 0100
14/5 0340 14/5 0500
15/5 0020 15/5 0630
15/5 2100 15/5 2230
26/5 1215 26/5 1330
27/5 0550 27/5 1700
29/5 1245 29/5 1400
30/5 0830 30/5 1030
31/5 1015 31/5 1330
31/5 1945 31/5 2100
e E &
Landslip Warning
B4 ] KRGS
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H 153 H/H 153
day/month hour day/month hour
12/5 2115 13/5 1515
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Special Announcement on Flooding in the northern New Territories

k| LR AE I
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H e H/H F
day/month hour day/month hour
12/5 0307 12/5 0640
12/5 2130 13/5 0100
EREEEMR
Rainstorm Warnings
st FrI4AHF E] AR GERF R
a)lour Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H B H/H B
day/month hour day/month hour
= {1 Amber 12/5 0525 12/5 0640
= 1 Amber 12/5 1210 12/5 2245
= 1 Amber 13/5 0355 13/5 0425
41 Red 13/5 0425 13/5 0705
= 1 Amber 13/5 0705 13/5 0740
= i1 Amber 13/5 1905 13/5 2230
K fEhmEs
Fire Danger Warnings
Bt ik eS| KR aER R
(/:(\)Iour Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H 153 H/H i
day/month hour day/month hour
4 Red 18/5 0745 18/5 2315
Very Hot Weather Warning
B4R R LR S E
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H B H/H B
day/month hour day/month hour
30/5 1115 30/5 1745
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3.1.1 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 1), May 2022

£ om i i S
SEH R R Air Temperature TR FHERRE = LR &
H A Mean
Date Mean s , _ Mean. Mea.n Amount T_otal
Pressure HXiE sl (& Dew Point Relative Rainfall
Maximum Mean Minimum Temperature Humidity of Cloud
#iH LTS o e e e ” o =
May hPa mm
1 1012.6 24.6 20.7 17.1 18.8 89 94 324
2 1014.6 21.3 18.5 16.4 15.7 84 93 234
3 1015.8 26.6 22.3 18.8 14.6 62 61 -
4 1014.3 28.5 24.6 21.6 16.8 63 48 -
5 1012.6 29.3 25.2 23.2 19.9 73 76 -
6 1012.4 28.9 255 23.4 20.7 76 73 -
7 1013.0 29.7 25.4 23.6 20.9 77 85 0.8
8 1013.2 27.5 25.0 23.4 19.1 70 83 Tr
9 1012.3 29.0 25.6 24.3 20.8 75 86 Tr
10 1009.7 27.7 25.7 24.4 23.6 88 88 14
11 1007.8 25.9 25.0 24.2 24.1 95 91 61.4
12 1006.0 27.0 25.8 24.6 24.2 91 96 123.5
13 1005.2 26.9 255 24.3 24.1 92 92 107.1
14 1008.2 26.5 24.6 235 235 93 89 5.0
15 1009.8 24.9 22.6 20.8 21.1 91 91 26.2
16 1012.4 20.8 20.0 18.8 175 85 85 4.7
17 1013.6 26.3 22.4 19.6 16.9 72 67 -
18 1013.8 27.1 23.9 21.9 13.3 52 71 -
19 1011.9 30.0 25.8 235 18.2 64 77 -
20 1009.2 30.9 26.9 24.5 22.1 76 55 -
21 1007.8 30.7 26.9 24.6 22.6 78 72 -
22 1007.3 27.2 25.0 24.1 21.9 83 88 0.6
23 1007.6 24.8 24.0 23.1 22.3 90 89 11.2
24 1009.2 25.0 24.4 23.7 23.3 93 92 10.3
25 1007.7 27.4 25.3 23.8 23.7 91 90 1.3
26 1004.7 28.6 26.7 25.1 24.6 88 86 2.4
27 1004.3 28.5 27.4 26.1 25.3 89 88 24.7
28 1005.5 31.3 28.7 27.1 25.2 81 78 Tr
29 1005.8 32.2 29.1 27.8 25.1 79 80 Tr
30 1005.9 32.7 29.2 27.4 24.9 78 84 Tr
31 1006.8 30.7 28.2 27.4 24.9 82 87 0.1
PHIEE 1009.7 27.7 25.0 23.3 21.3 81 82 436.5
Mean/Total
IEF> 1009.3 28.8 26.3 24.5 23.0 83 76 290.6
Normal* ' ' ' ' ' '
T RIS RXE
Station Hong Kong Observatory

RXEWRIAZAINE 16 B 34 DEEAH REFE 1002.2 HIEHTF -
The minimum pressure recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 1002.2 hectopascals at 1634 HKT on 26 May.

RKXBERLEA="1TH 12 I§ 58 2#SAH xR 32.7 °Ce

The maximum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 32.7 ° C at 1258 HKT on 30 May.

RXEREATH 6 I 33 DA HRIEFEM 16.4 °Ce

The minimum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 16.4 ° C at 0633 HKT on 2 May.

RIXBRAAT=H 4 1§ 18 O#GAH &S 10 FERERTR 133 2R/ -

The maximum 1-minute mean rainfall rate recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 133 millimetres per hour at 0418 HKT on 13 May.
*1991-2020 RAENHME (BERERIBIEASN)  (http://www. hko. gov. hk/tc/cis/normal/1991 2020/normals.htm)

* 1991-2020 Climatological normal, unless otherwise specified (http://www.hko.gov.hk/en/cis/normal/1991_2020/normals.htm)

Tr - & ([ER R/ 0.05 20k )

Tr - Trace of rainfall (amount less than 0.05 mm)
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3.1.2 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 2), May 2022

H # SRETAG= SNSRI e e H R SPNL L HksEE TR A LR
Da/té Number of _hgu.r_s of Total Brlght Daily Glgbgl Totaln _Preva.|I|n9. _Mean
Reduced Visibility# Sunshine Solar Radiation Evaporation Wind Direction Wind Speed
7 A /N N JREE /K2 =k i3 ATANE:
May hours hours MJ/m? mm degrees km/h
1 0 - 413 0.6 010 41.7
2 0 - 9.60 2.0 010 32.0
3 0 11.3 25.27 4.9 080 25.2
4 0 11.0 26.59 5.0 070 28.5
5 0 10.7 25.08 4.7 080 18.7
6 0 10.8 25.59 5.3 080 16.6
7 0 4.7 16.73 3.9 070 19.6
8 0 1.8 12.47 31 080 29.9
9 0 4.9 18.34 3.6 080 22.4
10 0 1.0 9.52 25 110 21.6
11 0 - 2.06 0.0 140 26.5
12 0 - 0.79 0.0 220 29.8
13 0 0.5 8.06 0.1 240 234
14 1 0.3 9.82 15 080 23.2
15 0 1.0 10.44 12 070 425
16 0 - 6.40 1.3 010 30.3
17 0 5.4 18.49 4.6 080 243
18 0 4.9 20.19 45 070 36.0
19 0 7.1 22,51 4.2 070 22.6
20 0 9.6 23.61 48 040 11.0
21 0 9.5 23.42 5.0 240 11.0
22 0 15 9.48 1.7 080 36.7
23 0 - 3.85 0.3 080 38.8
24 0 0.1 5.58 0.2 070 339
25 0 1.8 11.30 1.2 080 19.2
26 0 3.6 17.05 2.2 080 11.2
27 0 - 3.83 0.8 200 18.5
28 0 5.2 18.08 34 160 16.0
29 0 7.9 19.39 3.8 160 16.2
30 0 7.4 21.64 4.0 150 11.8
31 0 2.6 13.14 23 160 115
FEIRE 1 124.6 14.27 82.7 080 24.2
Mean/Total
EH*
[39.5] § 138.8 14.46 109.8 080 19.8
Normal*
S el S B
Station .g ong King's Park Waglan Island”
International Airport

BERENIATAHE 11 B 11 8RR REMEE 62 A //NE  Em 160 & -
The maximum gust peak speed recorded at Waglan Island was 62 kilometres per hour from 160 degrees at 1111 HKT on 15 May.

# (REE AR fERE AR 8 AH > AMEEHIRGE  HESEK -

- TE20044F Fe PART » B REPEISHTAE WSS BUR AN B R GBI 2 5 NSRBI - 1E20054 5 DA% » sEBUR BRI ESS
R T R RE P B RAE B/ NIF AT 10> S HY AR - 4 B P S BN 2R SO AE LIS ST Y BRI PR B 3A 2 — 2 -

- TE20074E10 3 10 H AT 8 HIER P L 85 P9 A B IS 55200 557 e ATR A 52 S I BB 6 5 AR 7 S5 SR GBI B 1 NI A DM B -
ARIERIT 20074 10 H 10 HESR LIRSS R 2 vh i 2 me RS RIS/ N AT 1070 S0 P gt 5

# Reduced visibility refers to visibility below 8 kilometres when there is no fog, mist, or precipitation.

- The visibility readings at the Hong Kong International Airport are based on hourly observations by professional meteorological observers in 2004 and
before, and average readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour of the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway from 2005 onwards.
The change of the data source in 2005 is an improvement of the visibility assessment using instrumented observations following the international trend.

- Before 10 October 2007, the number of hours of reduced visibility at the Hong Kong International Airport in 2005 and thereafter displayed in this
summary was based on hourly visibility observations by professional meteorological observers. Since 10 October 2007, the data have been revised using
the average visibility readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour, as recorded by the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway.

YRR SR AR TR LS - FII AR SR AT RS b BB (E R T DAST B T U m AP i -

In case the data are not available from Waglan Island, observations of Cheung Chau or other nearby weather stations will be incorporated in computing

the Prevailing Wind Direction and Mean Wind Speed.

¥ 1991-2020 RAEFHEE (B45R1FIBE4M)  (http://www.hko.gov.hk/tc/cis/normal/1991 2020/normals.htm)

1991-2020 Climatological normal, unless otherwise specified (http://www.hko.gov.hk/en/cis/normal/1991_2020/normals.htm)

§ 1997-2021 FH9{E

§ 1997-2021 Mean value

> >

*
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3.2 Daily Values of Selected Meteorological Elements for Hong Kong, May 2022
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3.3 Daily Mean Temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory for May 2022
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