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1. The Weather of April 2021

With relatively less cold air intrusion from the north, April 2021 continued to be much
warmer than usual in Hong Kong. The monthly mean minimum temperature of 22.4
degrees, monthly mean maximum temperature of 27.0 degrees and monthly mean temperature
of 24.1 degrees were 1.3 degrees, 1.4 degrees and 1.1 degrees above their corresponding
normals (or 1.6 degrees, 2.0 degrees and 1.5 degrees above their corresponding 1981-2010
normals) and respectively the fifth, seventh and ninth highest on record for April. With the
dominance of upper-air anticyclone over southern China for most of the time in the month,
April 2021 was also much drier than usual with a total rainfall of only 32.5 millimetres, about
21 percent of the normal figure of 153.0 millimetres (or 19 percent of the 1981-2010 normal
of 174.7 millimetres). The accumulated rainfall recorded in the first four months of the year
was 98.1 millimetres, a deficit of 67 percent when compared to the normal of 300.4
millimetres (or 71 percent below the 1981-2010 normal of 336.1 millimetres) and the tenth
lowest on record for the same period.

With the establishment of an anticyclone aloft and the departure of the cloud band from
the South China coast, the weather of Hong Kong was generally fine with hot afternoons on 1
- 3 April.  Under the influence of a fresh to strong easterly airstream, local weather became
mainly cloudy and slightly cooler with a few rain patches on 4 - 5 April.

Affected by an anticyclone aloft southern China, local weather improved with sunny
periods on 6 - 7 April. Under the influence of an easterly airstream, the weather became
cloudier on 8 April. With the strengthening of the easterly airstream and affected by the
upper-air disturbance, it was cloudy with a few showers and cooler on 9 April. More than 5
millimetres of rainfall were recorded over most parts of the territory. The temperature at the
Observatory dropped to 19.7 degrees under the rain in that morning, the lowest of the month.

With the setting in of a relatively dry easterly airstream, the weather of Hong Kong
turned generally fine and dry during the day on 10 - 11 April.  Under the influence of an
anticyclone aloft, the weather remained generally fine and hot during the day on 12 - 13 April.
Affected by a fresh to strong easterly airstream, local weather became cloudier with a few rain
patches on 14 April. With a trough of low pressure edging towards the coast of Guangdong,
it was cloudy with some showers in Hong Kong on 15 - 17 April.

Under the influence of a strong easterly airstream, the weather of Hong Kong was mainly
cloudy with sunny intervals on 18 - 20 April. With the moderation of the easterly airstream
and dominance of an anticyclone aloft, local weather became generally fine on 21 - 23 April.
With plenty of sunshine, the temperature at the Observatory soared to a maximum of 32.6
degrees on the afternoon of 23 April, the highest of the month. The onset of an easterly
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airstream brought cloudier weather and a few rain patches to Hong Kong on 24 April.  With
a trough of low pressure edging closer to the coastal areas of Guangdong, the weather of
Hong Kong was cloudy with some showers on 25 - 28 April. More than 5 millimetres of
rainfall were generally recorded over the territory on 27 April. With the departure of the
trough of low pressure and setting in of a dry continental airstream, local weather improved
with sunny periods on 29 April and became mainly fine and hot during the day on the last day
of the month.

One tropical cyclone occurred over the South China Sea and the western North Pacific in
the month.

During the month, no aircraft was diverted due to adverse weather. Details of the issuance
and cancellation of various warnings/signals in the month are summarized in Table 1.1.
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Table 1.1 Warnings and Signals issued in April 2021

o S ZR 5 R 5%
Strong Monsoon Signal
BrIZAHE LR AE I
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H B H/H i
day/month hour day/month hour
19/4 0500 20/4 0540

K EEkpEs

Fire Danger Warnings
B BrZAHEfE LR AEIF
EZ(;Iour Beginning Time Ending Time

HIH 1ES H/H e
day/month hour day/month hour

=10 Yellow 2/4 1100 2/4 1800
=10 Yellow 3/4 0600 3/4 1800
= Yellow 4/4 0600 4/4 1645
=10 Yellow 5/4 1145 5/4 2000
=10 Yellow 6/4 0600 6/4 1800
=10 Yellow 10/4 0600 10/4 1945
= Yellow 11/4 0600 11/4 1945
=10 Yellow 18/4 0600 18/4 1800
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Figure 1.1 Rainfall Map For April 2021
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2.1  Overview of Tropical Cyclones in April 2021

One tropical cyclone occurred over the western North Pacific in April 2021.

Surigae formed as a tropical depression over the western North Pacific about 230 km south of
Yap on the night of 13 April. Moving generally west-northwestwards, it intensified gradually.
Surigae intensified into a typhoon on 16 April. Under favourable atmospheric conditions, Surigae
started to intensify rapidly that night. It developed into a super typhoon the next day and reached
its peak intensity with an estimated sustained wind of 240 km/h near its centre, making it the most
intense tropical cyclone over the western North Pacific in April since 1961. It then moved
north-northwestwards slowly across the seas east of the Philippines in the following four days.
Suriage turned to move northeastwards across the seas south of Ryukyu Islands on 22 April and
weakened gradually. It finally evolved into an extratropical cyclone over the western North
Pacific south of Japan on the morning of 25 April.

According to press reports, a cargo ship ran aground over the seas of the southern Philippines
during the passage of Surigae, killing four crew members on board.
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4.1.1 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 1), April 2021

AoOH T Ty I
g i SRR Air Temperature BRCHE FHERE Me; HEPR &
- Mean [ - = Mean Mean Total
Date Pressure ) N .Hi.ﬁ Dew Point Relative Amount Rainfall
Maximum Mean Minimum o of Cloud
Temperature Humidity
A T e oo oo o % % Bk
April hPa mm
1 1007.6 294 26.7 25.2 22.6 79 80 Tr
2 1009.9 30.5 26.9 25.0 22.8 79 55 -
3 1011.3 30.6 26.9 244 21.8 74 47 -
4 1013.7 26.8 24.7 22.6 221 86 88 0.8
5 1017.5 23.2 224 21.6 19.5 84 88 0.7
6 1017.3 27.9 239 221 19.6 77 78 -
7 1016.0 26.0 23.1 21.8 18.6 76 81 -
8 1014.2 255 23.2 22.2 18.2 74 87 -
9 1016.8 224 21.0 19.7 17.7 82 88 75
10 1018.8 259 224 20.2 15.3 65 52 -
11 1018.7 27.0 23.1 20.9 17.8 73 55 -
12 1016.1 28.7 24.6 22.2 20.9 80 55 -
13 1013.6 31.2 259 23.0 214 77 27 -
14 1013.2 27.0 24.6 23.3 21.7 84 70 Tr
15 1013.0 234 22.2 214 20.6 91 95 8.3
16 1013.7 25.1 22.8 21.5 20.7 88 89 15
17 1015.8 23.1 22.8 22.3 20.7 88 88 25
18 1015.2 25.6 23.2 22.3 16.6 67 89 Tr
19 1013.2 24.9 225 21.2 16.0 67 88 -
20 1013.0 27.1 234 214 18.3 73 83 -
21 1012.5 28.7 24.5 221 19.3 74 33 -
22 1010.0 294 25.2 225 20.2 74 23 -
23 1007.9 32.6 27.3 23.9 22.3 75 22 -
24 1010.9 26.6 254 24.5 22.0 82 79 Tr
25 1012.2 26.5 24.7 224 22.0 85 84 0.9
26 1013.7 25.3 234 21.8 19.7 80 88 0.3
27 1014.5 23.7 23.2 22.7 21.5 90 88 5.7
28 1014.6 26.9 244 23.0 222 88 88 4.2
29 1013.3 28.2 24.1 21.7 19.1 74 84 0.1
30 1012.5 30.8 25.6 225 21.1 77 73 -
Ml 1013.7 27.0 24.1 224 20.1 79 71 325
Mean/Total
RS
Climatological normal 1013.0 25.6 23.0 211 19.7 83 77 153.0
(1991-2020)
RS
Climatological normal 1012.9 25.0 22.6 20.8 19.4 83 81 174.7
(1981-2010)
LA KX &
Station Hong Kong Observatory

AKXERMUAZ=H 16 B 17 73854 H R(REEE 1005.3 HiRHR -
The minimum pressure recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 1005.3 hectopascals at 1617 HKT on 23 April.

RKXERMUAZ+=H 15 I§ 26 718kE4AH

=By =

e R 32.6°Ce

The maximum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 32.6 “ C at 1526 HKT on 23 April.
RKXERMUANE 4 B 37 38R HREFMA 19.7 ° C.
The minimum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 19.7 ¥ C at 0437 HKT on 9 April.

HEERIUAILE 4 B 15 SERGA A i 1 PIREMRER 23 2R/ -

The maximum 1-minute mean rainfall rate recorded at King's Park was 23 millimetres per hour at 0415 HKT on 9 April.

Tr- (& (FEHE/DI 0.05 2kK)

Tr - Trace of rainfall (amount less than 0.05 mm)
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4.1.2 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 2), April 2021

a1 H R AE BRI B E EENCE GRS BT ] S
Da/te Number of .hgu.r.s of Total Brlght Daily G|f)bz:i| Total. .Preva_lllng' . Mean
Reduced Visibility# Sunshine Solar Radiation Evaporation Wind Direction Wind Speed
oA SN N JKEHE K 2k i ANEUNS
April hours hours MI/m? mm degrees km/h
1 0 3.7 13.34 2.9 160 11.0
2 0 8.0 18.54 3.8 210 2.3
3 0 8.1 19.02 4.1 240 9.0
4 2 0.1 3.46 13 070 24.8
5 0 0.4 5.24 1.7 080 36.4
6 0 6.8 19.51 4.6 080 184
7 0 4.8 13.82 3.7 070 30.8
8 0 14 12.02 33 070 29.3
9 0 0.1 5.58 2.4 070 411
10 0 10.3 24.14 5.1 080 36.3
11 0 7.4 21.67 35 070 28.0
12 0 5.9 17.78 3.0 050 11.8
13 0 10.9 23.71 4.3 350 6.6
14 0 2.8 11.38 2.1 070 24.0
15 0 - 3.89 0.4 070 355
16 0 0.9 7.10 1.2 070 28.2
17 0 - 2.75 1.9 070 23.3
18 0 33 15.08 4.9 080 41.3
19 0 1.8 14.38 4.0 080 46.2
20 0 4.9 18.11 3.8 080 317
21 0 10.8 25.15 5.0 080 19.5
22 0 10.3 25.14 4.8 060 16.1
23 0 11.0 24.89 4.7 230 15.7
24 0 2.1 12.81 33 080 211
25 0 0.8 11.69 3.4 070 25.9
26 0 0.5 8.45 2.1 070 425
27 0 - 4.28 0.6 070 34.6
28 0 0.5 10.48 2.6 060 18.1
29 0 4.7 15.92 31 350 129
30 0 9.1 23.18 4.2 010 9.3
PHIEEE
Mean/Total 2 131.4 14.42 95.8 070 244
RAMTE(E
Climatological normal 75.7 8 113.2 12.52 87.2 070 20.5
(1991-2020)
Rl FIE
Climatological normal 75.7 8 101.7 11.60 83.8 070 20.9
(1981-2010)
S [ 1A% FA 12
s g Koy ot B
Station - : King's Park Waglan Island”
International Airport

BERENUATLH 4 1 10 585K A REEE 65 A /NG - Em 070 -
The maximum gust peak speed recorded at Waglan Island was 65 kilometres per hour from 070 degrees at 0410 HKT on 19 April.

# (REE AR fERE AR 8 A > AMEEHEIRTE  HEBEK -
- TE20044F Fe PART - B REPE IS HTAE WSS BUR AN B R BN 2 5 NS HYEBDHIEEE - 1E20055 5 DA% » SEBURERFIAL S
PR TPV RE R FER AR/ NI AT 1073 S TS B - TE B P SR DA MU RE RS R AR Y BRI ES 2 — 20y -
- TE20074E10 3 10 H AT 8 HY BRI L 8k P9 A B IS A 55200 54 B DATR RS 5 RS I BB 5 R S5 SR S BUH B i/ NI A BBDHT B -
ARAZRIE 2007410 5 10 HRESUR LIRSS R B8 W il 2 B R SR AT B/ N RT 10 S8 A A BdBE T 5 -
# Reduced visibility refers to visibility below 8 kilometres when there is no fog, mist, or precipitation.

- The visibility readings at the Hong Kong International Airport are based on hourly observations by professional meteorological observers in 2004 and
before, and average readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour of the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway from 2005 onwards.
The change of the data source in 2005 is an improvement of the visibility assessment using instrumented observations following the international trend.

- Before 10 October 2007, the number of hours of reduced visibility at the Hong Kong International Airport in 2005 and thereafter displayed in this
summary was based on hourly visibility observations by professional meteorological observers. Since 10 October 2007, the data have been revised using
the average visibility readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour, as recorded by the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway.

N AR S AR R PR R - I DL RN MRS T SR SR Y BB R 78 » DAST RS T e 1S3 a2k -
A In case the data are not available from Waglan Island, observations of Cheung Chau or other nearby weather stations will be incorporated in computing
the Prevailing Wind Direction and Mean Wind Speed.

§ 1997-2020 Fi9ME
§ 1997-2020 Mean value
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4.2 Daily Values of Selected Meteorological Elements for Hong Kong, April 2021
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Extremely high: above 95th percentile

Above normal: between 75th and 95th percentile

Normal: between 25th and 75th percentile

Below normal: between 5th and 25th percentile
Extremely low: below 5th percentile

Percentile and 5-day running average values are computed
based on the data from 1981 to 2010
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The information contained in this publication is compiled by the Observatory of the Government for general information only. Whilst the Government endeavours to ensure the accuracy of this general information,
the Government (including its servants and agents) makes no warranty, statement or representation, express or implied, with respect to the accuracy, availability, completeness, non-infringement, reliability, security,
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The Government reserves the right to omit, delete or edit, all information compiled by the Government in this publication at any time in its absolute discretion without giving any reason or prior notice. Users are
responsible for making their own assessment of all information contained in this publication and are advised to verify such information by making reference, for example, to original publications and obtaining
independent advice before acting upon it.
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