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The “24 solar terms” form an integral part of the Chinese calendar. It is a time knowledge system progressively built upon the long-term
observation of periodic movement of the Sun, seasonal march and phenology, and evolves in time to meet the needs of social
development. The solar terms, almost evenly spread along the ecliptic, mark the moments when the Sun reaches these 24 pre-defined
positions and form a one year cycle. The “24 solar terms” is a collective name of the system that comprises 12 “major solar terms” and
12 “minor solar terms” interlaced with each other. Information of major solar terms in 2028 is listed below.
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Sun's Longitude | Date/Time |Major Solar Terms| Latitude Circle of Subsolar Points | Sunrise | Transit | Sunset

300 20/1 RE 112 | 180 | 248 |AfIA Azimuth
21:22 Severe Cold -0°50' 47 -0°50' | {lIA Altitude

330 19/2 K 102 180 | 258 |AfAIA Azimuth
11:26 Spring Showers -0°50' | 56 | -0°50' | {I1f Altitude

0 2013 E=a) TNE 90 180 | 270 |AAIA Azimuth
10:17 Vernal Equinox the Equator -0°50" 68 -0°50' | 1A Altitude

30 19/4 ] 77 180 | 283 |AfIA Azimuth
21:09 Corn Rain -0°50' 79 -0°50' | {lIA Altitude

€0 20/5 N 68 180 | 292 |AfIA Azimuth
20:10 Corn Forms -0°50' 88 -0°50' | {lIA Altitude

% 216 BE JbEIERAR 64 360 | 296 |75fIf Azimuth
04:02 Summer Solstice the Tropic of Cancer -0°50" 89 -0°50' | 1A Altitude

120 2207 RE 68 180 | 292 |AfuIf Azimuth
14:54 Great Heat -0°50' | 88 | -0°50' | A3 Altitude

150 22/8 BE 77 180 | 283 |AfIfg Azimuth
22:01 End of Heat -0°50' 79 -0°50' | A Altitude

180 22/9 AN il 89 180 | 270 |AfAIA Azimuth
19:45 Autumnal Equinox the Equator -0°50' 68 -0°50' | {IA Altitude

210 23/10 Fab& 102 180 | 258 |AfAIA Azimuth
05:13 Frost -0°50' | 56 | -0°50' | A3 Altitude

240 22111 INE 112 180 | 248 |AAIA Azimuth
02:54 Light Snow -0°50' | 47 | -0°50' | {IA& Altitude

270 21/12 S FEI AR 115 | 180 | 245 |AfiA Azimuth
16:20 Winter Solstice the Tropic of Capricorn -0°50' 44 -0°50' | {IA Altitude
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The above positions refer to the centre of the Sun’s disc. The -0°50' in altitude at sunrise and sunset includes both the apparent radius
of the Sun and the effect of atmospheric refraction.
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“t+HERNE Article on 24 Solar Terms KK 3 EZ+MER 24 Solar Terms in next 3 years
www.hko.gov.hk/tc/gts/ www.hko.gov.hk/en/gts/ www.hko.gov.hk/tc/gts/ www.hko.gov.hk/en/gts/
time/24solarterms.htm time/24solarterms.htm astronomy/Solar_Term.htm astronomy/Solar_Term.htm
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The solar azimuth and altitude throughout the year can be obtained from the following online tool.

.|: 1-3‘ ': ey .':"_I
i 2y

(]
EERABREE Interactive Sun Path Diagram
www.hko.gov.hk/tc/gts/astronomy/SunPathDay3_ue.htm www.hko.gov.hk/en/gts/astronomy/SunPathDay3_ue.htm
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