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The “24 solar terms” form an integral part of the Chinese calendar. It is a time knowledge system progressively built upon the long-term 

observation of periodic movement of the Sun, seasonal march and phenology, and evolves in time to meet the needs of social 

development. The solar terms, almost evenly spread along the ecliptic, mark the moments when the Sun reaches these 24 pre-defined 

positions and form a one year cycle. The “24 solar terms” is a collective name of the system that comprises 12 “major solar terms” and 

12 “minor solar terms” interlaced with each other. Information of major solar terms in 2020 is listed below. 
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The above positions refer to the centre of the Sun’s disc. The -0°50' in altitude at sunrise and sunset includes both the apparent radius 

of the Sun and the effect of atmospheric refraction. 

 

 
 

www.hko.gov.hk/gts/ 
time/24solartermsc.htm 

  
Article on 24 Solar Terms 

www.hko.gov.hk/gts/ 
time/24solarterms.htm 
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www.hko.gov.hk/m/ 
Solar_Term_uc.htm 

 
24 Solar Terms in next 3 years 

www.hko.gov.hk/m/ 
Solar_Term.htm 

 

 
The solar azimuth and altitude throughout the year can be obtained from the following online tool. 

 

 
 

www.hko.gov.hk/m/SunPathDay3_uc.htm 

 
Interactive Sun Path Diagram 

www.hko.gov.hk/m/SunPathDay3.htm 
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