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1. 5F @H‘F}' (Chinese banyan, Small-leaved banyan)

®  One of the most popular native trees in Hong Kong, generally grow along
roadsides or near villages for shade and windbreaks.

®  Grow in almost any conditions and in any type of soils, sometimes even
clings to rocks or retaining walls.

®  Slow growing. It processes a wide spreading crown of dense foliage.

®  Numerous slender aerial roots(i&f [y %#3) hanging from the branches,

which will form new supporting trunks when reaching the ground.
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2. 7EFF G4 (Strangler)

Noted that the Cinnamon tree (]1?:?‘,) which grows next to the Chinese

Banyan is being strangled by its aerial roots.

About Strangler (plant):

The strangler fig tree (i 744%) has an aggressive growth habit that insures its survival in the rainforest.
There is little light and a lot of competition for water and nutrients in the lower layer of rainforest.

As the floor of a rainforest is a difficult place for seedlings to grow, Strangler fig trees have made an
adaptation to avoid these difficulties.

strangler fig tree start out their lives as epiphytes ([ff- i) in the crook of a tree or on its branches.
Tiny, sticky seeds are deposited high in a tree by animal droppings.

The seedlings grows slowly at first, getting their nutrients from the sun, rain and leaf
litter that has collected on the host.

The stranglers send out many thin roots that snake down the trunk of the host tree or
dangle as aerial roots from its branches.

When the roots reach the ground they dig in and put on a growth spurt, competing
with the host free for water and nutrients.

They also send out a network of roots that encircle the host tree and fuse together.
The roots grow thicker they squeeze the trunk of its host and cut off its flow of
nutrients, which might eventually dies.
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== (Chinese red pine)

The only native pine in Hong Kong.

Being drought and coldness resistant, Commonly used in early
afforestation.

However, as it cannot withstand hill fires, and with the attack of
Nematoda (a kind of worm) in 1981 and 1982, the Government
introduced, Acacia confusa (Acacia ’F (AL and Tristania conferta

(Brisbane box 7”27 ) to substitute it.

4. BEF7 (Buddhist pine)

Small evergreen tree originated from China and Japan.

often trimmed into conical, spherical and multi-layers for ornamental
purposes.

Purplish oval shaped fruits, look like the Buddhist instruments used in
Buddhist Mass, thus of significance to Buddhists and is commonly
planted in Buddhist temples.

It also has long been admired in China. Its open leaves let sunlight

through, scaring away shadows and giving it valuable feng shui, or

natural harmony.
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®  Due to its high values, the buddhist pine growing in country parks was commonly stolen by

Chinese illegal immigrants in Hong Kong.

5. T)fJ (Candle-nut tree)

Quick growing, regular shaped and possess a dense crown.
Commonly planted as shade and roadside tree.

Seeds can be used to extract oil, to make paints and soaps.

Toasted fruits taste like peanuts, have medicinal values in relieving
diarrhoea.

® But excessive consumption may lead to vomit and diarrhoea.

4

%5 1#¥ (Lemon-scented gum)
A tall and quick growing evergreen tree originating from Australia.
® In Hong Kong, it is commonly found in large parks, and along the Tai
Po Road and Castle Peak Road.
®  The bark is pale bluish grey in colour, smooth and deciduous.
® If we crush its leaves, a strong lemon scent will be released, which can
drive away mosquitoes and flies.

®  Its leaves have a strong lemon scent.

® The leaves can be used to extract oil essence to make soaps.

}E"J% (Chinese fan palm, Fountain palm)
Slow growing, but very hardy and can stand up to strong wind.

Commonly planted in gardens for its attractive outlook.
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It possesses a single stout cylindrical trunk (£ [ [EH 7)), showing the annual rings

of leaf scars from fallen leaves.

® Lcaves are fan-shaped, spirally arranged in a dense group at the tip of
the trunk, forming a dense crown.

®  Has a wide range of uses:

- wood can be used to make umbrella handles or walking sticks.

- young leaves can be used to make fans, hats and brushes.

- the bast (#/"L785E) can be used to make ropes.

- The dried fallen leaves are also used to house the thermometers in

Hong Kong observatory ( “thermometer shed”).
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