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L.O. Li and M.C. Ng
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Abstract

Not only did it necessitate the issuance of No. 8 Gale or Storm
signal in Hong Kong, Typhoon UTOR in 2001 further broke the record by
lasting more than 40 hours after making landfall in Guangdong. Even as
it started departing from Hong Kong on 6 July 2001, Utor wreaked havoc
with its intense outer rainband and associated gale force winds, bringing
severe windshear to the Hong Kong International Airport in the evening.
Microburst warnings were issued many times in the evening and at night.
At the height of the event, over 20 aircraft missed the approach and had to
go around. One aircraft made a narrow escape after sinking to 30 — 40 ft
abovethe sealevel. This paper discusses the windshear conditions at the
time and the importance of user awareness to aviation weather warnings.
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