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Observation of a Tornado in Hong Kong in May 2002

Paul K.L. Ho and S.T. Chan
Hong Kong Observatory

Abstract

Violent winds resembling a tornado were reported at Chek Lap Kok
in the evening of 20 May 2002. Trees were toppled and dustbins and
road signs were blown around as the tornado swept across the eastern part
of Chek Lap Kok.

The development of the tornado was associated with a trough of low
pressure lingering around the coastal areas of Guangdong. The vortex
of the tornado was well captured by the Terminal Doppler Weather Radar
(TDWR). This paper presents the meteorological observations during
the event, in particular the high-resolution data from the TDWR. The
paper aso atempts to explore the possbility of utilizing the
high-resolution radar data in aerting forecasters to the presence of such
severe weather with aview to enhancing the weather warning service.
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[ Realtime Radar Display RAP NCAR

Functions:

Fields:
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Azimuth: 0
Elevation: 0.6
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