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Thematic Webpages for

Outdoor Activities
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Hong Kong exhibits four distinct seasons of differing weather.
The weather can at times vary greatly across the territory. As
different outdoor activities are affected in different degree by
the weather, the Hong Kong Observatory hosts a number
of thematic webpages for various outdoor activities, and
provides personalized weather services and regional weather
forecasts for the public to better appreciate the likely change
in weather in their area of interest and better prepare for the
outdoor activities.

Thematic Webpages for Outdoor Activities

“Weather Information for Hiking and Mountaineering”
webpage integrates information on hiking routes of Hong Kong with
real-time regional weather information and digital regional weather
forecasts. The webpage enables hikers to overlay selected hiking
route or location on various weather maps (such as temperature,
relative humidity, rainfall, wind direction and speed) to better
understand the latest weather situation along their routes and plan
their hiking and mountaineering activities.
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Website:
www.hko.gov.hk/sports/
hiking_e.htm/

Regional temperature map integrated
with hiking routes

“Weather Information for Water Sports” webpage gathers
various kinds of weather information related to water sports. In
particular, the “Wind Forecast for Water Sport Activities” webpage
provides real-time weather observations from weather stations
nearby 10 hot spots for water sports in Hong Kong together with
the automatic weather forecasts for the coming three days. The
webpage aids the public in
planning ahead their wind-
sensitive water sports such as o
windsurfing. : M R T
Lun;AfiTun e r)g [‘J%
Little Paim Beach ( :/:4

www.hko.gov.

hk/sports/
water_e.html
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Forecast Tine: 9 Nov 2011 ( 12 noon to 7 pm.) HKT

Wind speed forecasts for various hot
spots for water sports in Hong Kong

“Weather Information for Aviation Sports” webpage provides
local wind conditions, temperatures, visibility reports, weather
indices and forecasts. Among these, the thermal index and soaring
index derived from the upper air observations made at the King’s
Park meteorological station are particularly useful for estimating the
soaring conditions of the day.

Thermal Index
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Forecast thermal indices at various altitudes

Personalized Weather Services

“MyObservatory” is a personalized weather service available on
iPhone and Android mobile platforms. It automatically presents the
users with the latest nearby weather information. It also provides
information such as weather warning, weather tips, weather forecast,
as well as lightning locations to facilitate those engaging in outdoor
activities to appreciate the latest weather conditions anytime and
anywhere. Moreover, the iPhone version is equipped with weather
warnings notification to alert users of the latest weather warnings. A
mobile webpage version of the “MyObservatory” is also available.
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Hourly Rainfall : 15 mm
Updated at 11:40 HKT 05/07/2011
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“Location-Specific Lightning Alert” webpage allows user to
choose up to a maximum of three alert circles of different sizes
centred on a selected location of interest. Alert messages will
be automatically generated when lightning is detected within the
specified ranges. Through the use of internet-capable mobile phone,
user can access the lightning alert service anywhere and anytime.
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Website:
www.hko.gov.hk/lightning/
alert_e.htm

510151
I 1505- 1508

Real-time lightning location and
user-selected alert circles

Regional Weather Forecast Services

“Digital Weather Forecast” webpage shows the hourly to 3-hourly
forecasts of temperature, wind direction, wind speed and relative
humidity every 10 kilometres within Hong Kong in the next three
days, and displays the forecasts in the form of time charts. The
public can select time charts for any region either through a map
or by selecting place names, such as the name of a country park,
peak, beach or tourist attraction, to check the weather forecasts at
their chosen location at a glance.

N |~ Selection of region over Hong Kong:

(1) Click the region over the map directly: or

(2) Click the place name to select the belonging region:
Category: Country Park
Place:  Clear Water Bay Country Park

Forecast time series for the above highlighted region
(Please click here to see detailed geographic information)

Temperature
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Digital temperature forecasts at user selected location

“Rainfall Nowcast for the Pearl River Delta Region” webpage
provides rainfall forecast for the next two hours generated
automatically by “SWIRLS”, the Hong Kong Observatory’s short-
term forecasting system. Overlaid with geographical information, the
service allows the public to conveniently grasp the spatial coverage
and movement of rain areas, as well as the expected rainfall amount
over the Pearl River Delta region.

Website:
www.hko.gov.hk/nowcast/
prd

Rainfall nowcast map over
the Pearl River Delta region

Ultraviolet (UV) Service

“UV Radiation Information” webpage provides information on
real-time UV index. The public can make reference to the UV index
to take appropriate protective measures to reduce the harmful effect
of UV radiation on the skin when conducting outdoor activities. The
webpage also provides the forecast of the maximum UV index for
the next day to help the public better plan their outdoor activities.

UV Radiation Information

UV Index for Today
(15-minute mean updated every 15 minutes)

5 08/09/2011 (Hong Kong Time)
=gl gl L 14 Il UV Index at 17:00
b~ = Rt ovsmwoe (past hourly mean)
. - 12 | 1
. el 10 A 1
. N\ Maximum UV Index
Website: 8 / ‘\,\ Il forecast for 9 Sep
www.hko.gov.hk/uvindex/ ; |\ | 10
A \ P\\
uv_e.htm . ALA ‘ \ | uv Exposure
A9 f 1»,_ Index Level
2 o A | | T
o y 35 Moderate

56 7 8 9 10111213 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 -_

Real-time UV index

*If you have any comments on the above services, please send an email to
mailbox@hko.gov.hk.
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