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A radiosonde ascent made at 2.02 p.m. on October 14 showed that Elsie began to weaken while passing to 
the south of Hong Kong. The relatively high sea-level pressure experienced in Hong Kong was probably a result 
of the entrainment of cold air from an intense anticyclone over China. Radar pictures taken at the Royal Obser­
vatory also showed that the e�e of the storm gradually filled with rain (Figure 19d). As Elsie started to move
away from Hong Kong later in the afternoon, winds turned easterly and began to moderate. The Hurricane 
Signal was replaced by the No. 8 Southeast Gale or Storm Signal at 5.05 p.m. when Elsie was 29 miles south­
southwest of Hong Kong, and was followed by the Strong Wind Signal at 8.10 p.m. when Elsie was about 
40 miles southwest of Hong Kong. 

During the evening of October 14, Elsie resumed a west-northwesterly track and weakened further to a 
tropical storm. It crossed the south China coast about 60 miles west-southwest of Hong Kong shortly after 
IO p.m. on the same day. Local winds continued to subside and all signals were lowered at 2.00 a.m. on October 
15 when the storm was about 80 miles west of Hong Kong. Elsie was downgraded to a tropical depression during 
the following hour and subsequently dissipated overland about 100 miles west of Hong Kong early on the morning 
of October 15 as cool northeasterly monsoon began to affect the south China coast. 

During the passage of Typhoon Elsie, hurricane force winds were recorded for 2 hours at Tate’s Cairn, for 1 
hour at Waglan Island and for 4 hours over the southern parts of the Hong Kong Island. Sustained gale force 
winds were experienced practically everywhere in Hong Kong except in some sheltered urban areas. Cheung 
Chau recorded continuous gales for the longest period of 13 hours. Gales were also recorded for 8 hours at 
Waglan Island, 5 hours at the Hong Kong Airport, and 12 hours at Tate’s Cairn. The maximum winds and 
maximum gust peak speeds recorded at various locations were as follows: 

Loeαtion 
Maximum mean hourly wind Maximum gust 

in points and knots in points and knots 

Royal Observatory E 31 NE 76 

Hong Kong Airport (SE) NNW 35 NNW 73 

Hong Kong Airport (NW) N 32 N 76 

Waglan Island ENE 63 ENE 94 

Tate’s Cairn NE 70 NNE 97 

Cheung Chau N 52 NE 86 

King’s Park N 40 # N 74 

Star Ferry E 48 E 76 

Green Island NNW 64 NE 84 

Tsim Bei Tsui NNW 39 NNW 54 

Cape D’Aguilar 52 87 

Stanley E 76 E 118 

Castle Peak N 33 N 65 

Tai 0 not available not available 

The weather in Hong Kong was fine, sunny and hot on October 12 and 13 before the approach of Elsie. It 
became cloudy on the morning of October 14 with scattered showers which became more frequent and 
squally during the day. Early in the afternoon, heavy rain set in as Elsie moved closer to Hong Kong. The rain 
was heaviest between noon and 2 p.m. when Elsie was passing to the south of Hong Kong. Later in the 
afternoon, the rain subsided slightly as Elsie moved away from Hong Kong. The weather remained cloudy to 
overcast with patches of light rain and occasional squally showers on October 15. Because of the onset of an 
easterly monsoon surge, there was not much improvement in the weather on the following day. 

Elsie was an intense typhoon as far as wind strength was concerned, but rainfall was not exceptionally heavy 
(Figure 21). Although intense spiral rainbands were observed ahead of the eye, Elsie had a comparatively small 
circulation of about 300 miles in diameter. The total rainfall of 150.6 mm agreed well with the amounts predicted 
by the Royal Observatory. 

The following daily amounts of rainfall were recorded at the Royal Observatory: 

October 12 Nil 

October 13 Nil 

October 14 100.2 mm 

October 15 50.4 mm 

Total: 的0.6 mm
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TABLE 6. DURATION OF DISPLAY OF TROPICAL CYCLONE WARNING SIGNALS IN HONG KONG : 1946-1975 

Duration for each occasion Dura七1。n per year 
Mean Maximum Mi血mum Mean Maximum Min立mum

1 17h 57min 102h 1αnin 1h 2αnin 101h 42min 273h 15min Oh 
3 勢 20 41 71 45 。。 131 18 268 45 8 
8 NW十 7 26 13 。。 30 2 59 13 。。 。

8 SW十 5 30 11 10 2 JO 3 。7 16 10 。

8 NE t 11 33 35 35 2 15 16 11 61 45 。

8 SE十 7 。4 17 20 。 20 6 49 2日 52 。

8 8 44 35 35 。 20 29 。5 82 25 。

9 3 49 6 30 10 2 18 11 。。 。

10 6 。5 9 10 2 30 2 。2 12 10 。

持1956 - 1975 

↑Gale or Storm Si gr叫s, 5, 6, 7 a凶8 were renu的ered as B酬，SSW, BNE血d 8SE respect工vely wi七h effect 
from January 1 , 1 97 3 

TABLE 7, CASUALTIES AND DAMAGE CAUSED BY TROPICAL CYCLONES IN HONG KONG : 1937-1975 

Tropical Cyc工one

1937 Typho。n
1957 T. Gloria 
1960 T. Mary 
1961 T. Al工ce
1962 T. Wanda 
1964 T. Viola 

T.工da
T. Ruby 
T, Sally 
T. D。七

1966 S.T.S. Lola 
1968 T. Shirley 
1970 T,D, (Aug, 1-3) 

T. Ge。rg工a
1971 T. Freda 

T, Lucy 
T. Rose 

1972 T. Pamela 
1973 T. D。t
1974 T. Dinah 

T, Ivy 
T. Carmen 
T. Della 

1975 T.D. (Aug.10-14) 
T. Elsie 
S.T.S. F立ossie

Ocean-r。s
if� Vesse n 

Trouble 

28 
5 
6 
司食

36 
5 
3 

20 
。

2 
。

1 
。

2 
8 

10 
33** 
3 

14 

2 
4 
1 
2 
5 
1 

Junks Sunk 
or Wrecked 

545 
2 

352 
’等

1,297 
18 
7 

32 
。

31 
* 

’‘ 
。

。

。

。

303 
。

’‘ 
* 

’‘ 
司h

9睡

1 
3 
’‘ 

Junks Persons Persons Persons 
Da且aged Dead Missing 工njured

1,255 11,000 ” ” 

Several 已 ’‘ 111 
462 11 11 127 

”， 4 。 20 
756 130 53 ’‘ 

18 。 口 41 
60 5 4 56 

282 38 6 300 
。 9 。 24 

59 26 10 85 
6 1 。 6 
3 。 。 4 
。 2十 。 。

’‘ 。 。 。

。 2 。 30 
。 。 。 38 
’‘ 110 15 286 
。 。 8 
’‘ 1 。 38 
句食 。 。 。

’‘ 。 。 。

司鳥 1 。 。

通 。 。 。

聲 2 1 。

’等 。 。 46 
書學 口 。 。

N.B. Informa七ion compiled from Hong Kong newspapers and from the Marine Department's records 
* Data unavailable 

↑ Struck by 工igh七叫lg
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**Note: Number of Ocean-going vessels in trouble is revised on 30 Jul 2021.








