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Tropical Cyclones in the Western North Pacific
in El Nino Years

Dickie Y.W. Chan, W.L. Chang, M.C. Wu and C.H. Au
Hong Kong Observatory

Abstract

Composite analysis of monthly tropical cyclone tracks in 1961-1996 over the
western North Pacific are carried out to find the characteristics of these tropical
cyclone tracks in El Nino years. This information is useful from the disaster
prevention and preparedness point of view. It is found that in El Nino years, (i) The
positions of tropical cyclone formation tend to shift to the south as well as to the east.
(i1) Tropical cyclones forming to the east of the Philippines are likely to recurve
towards Japan instead of entering into the South China Sea. (iv) More tropical cyclones
cross the Guif of Thailand to affect the Malay peninsula. (v) Hokkaido and the
adjacent sea areas are less susceptible to the influence of tropical cyclones. Tropical
cyclone tracks in 1997, possibly one of the strongest El Nino event this century, are
found to have similar characteristics.
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