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Classification of Tropical Cyclones
According to Maximum Sustained Winds
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Tropical Depression
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Class of Tropical Cyclone
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Hong Kong's
Tropical Cyclone Warning Signals
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Name of the Signal

—SRABEIR 1
Standby Signal, No.1

_Fﬁgﬁj—”n’j VT 3
Strong Wind Signal, No.3

SRR SRR E5R
No.8 Northwest 8 Bk

Gale or Storm Signal

J\SEFA R ZUR SRR SR
No.8 Southwest 8 gﬁ

Gale or Storm Signal

NSRRI ZUR SR EE5
No.8 Northeast 8 Rk

Gale or Storm Signal

J\SEERmEIUR SRR SR
No.8 Southeast 8 fEﬁ

Gale or Storm Signal

NSRFUR SR E R DR BIER
Increasing Gale or 9
Storm Signal, No.9

ai e 1 o
Hurricane Signal, No.10
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RS i
Tropical Storm 63-87
BPVBE R .
Severe Tropical Storm 88-117
A 118 - 149
yphoon
R 150 - 184
Severe Typhoon
B
Super Typhoon =185
$iiidti /3 1 a9 R fig &R
Descriptive Terms of Wind Speeds
. o mE
Kk @ A i s HAREKR R (REHNE)
Description Beaufort Force Wind Speed
(km/h)
B i i
Light 1-2 2-12
i i i
Moderate 3-4 13-30
BY i
Fresh s 31-40
A 6-7 41-62
Strong
ZUR i .
Gale 8-9 63-87
oA 10- 11 88-117
torm
A 12 =118
urricane
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Hong Kong Observatory's Internet Websites

https://www.hko.gov.hk
https:/ /www.weather.gov.hk

Intellectual Property 5=
Rights Notice and 3
Disclaimer:

NHERASER il
FER: &

IIEEIE

o EETRABNRRBEUNENESE LR - UUESHT R
WA MEBEHES  BAE  AXALEE (A hips://www.ho.
govhkl < TBER A DRBRES LR I BAERAR ) R4 (B
1878 200) FriRHNEERIERI K S RABHRS - AEABHIERAER
RUEEAEIE T8 -

BEABREEEER BB T EETRABRIEERNRARE -

BT RBERENYE - MAEESNANRESEEARTHEREE
2 - BESURELENERRR | FERNEBEIES -
ANLEBSEAE - SARPEATHERES - AARRUEERNRT
BOAEN - DRESRES SNARBRNTEINARKT  HEEHR
BB H TR -

| RERBNE - HATHE  BERMSRENKE  DIEREEITE
B -

IRERTE  EEFEESRARBONABEIMAZA - EEHET
SEARNVEMELRSIUTKER | BEBARY - Bk O RERE
BWE 12 0\E2ABEREEREE R EIRELHENETEEN
BRE -

SRR IAERRREAI AT AT 516 -8 HERMA SRR
BRE 120 B2 NS A HERNGEAAER - RXABRERI B 8 R
SRR, 8 S -

B 9 ek 10 SEAE5RRT - MRECHRIATATANER  YERAMEL -5
BN - AERBEERAIPIE - DI R RERRIRAIEE R B o

Important Points To Note

The weather in different parts of Hong Kong cannot be simply inferred from the signal
issued. Simply knowing what signal is issued is not enough. You should fake note of
the latest tropical cyclone information and related announcements broadcast on radio
and TV, and given in the Hong Kong Observatory's website (https://www.hko.gov.hk),
MyObservatory mobile app and Dial-a-Weather system (Tel. No.: 1878 200) to decide
on the actions to take in response to the signal issued.

Tropical cyclone warning signals are to warn the public of the threat of WINDS
associated with a tropical cyclone.

Owing to local topographical condifions or the presence of buildings nearby, winds at
your locality may be substantially different from the general wind strength over Hong
Kong. Winds are often stronger over offshore waters and on high ground. Winds are
less strong in areas sheltered from the prevailing wind direcfion.

The Hong Kong Observatory provides the public with detfailed information on regional
wind and rain through a diversity of channels, especially the website and mobile app.
Members of the public should consider their own circumstances and level of acceptable
risk when taking precautions in response to warnings.

When the No.1 signal is issued, you should take the tropical cyclone info account in
planning your acfivities and beware that strong winds may occur over offshore waters.

When the No.3 signal is issued, secure all loose objects or take them indoors. Low-lying
areas may have flooding or backflow of seawater owing to storm surge. Stay away
from dangerous places. Winds are normally expected to become generally strong in
Hong Kong within 12 hours after this signal is issued. Winds over offshore waters and
on high ground may reach gale force.

When the No.8 signal is issued, complete all precautions before gales commence.
Winds are normally expected to reach gale force generally in Hong Kong within 12
hours after No.8 signal replaces No.3 signal. The Observatory will make a pre-No.8
special announcement when the No.8 signal is expected within two hours.

When the No.9 or No.10 signal is issued, all precautions should be completed. Beware
of change in wind directions. Stay indoors and away from exposed windows and doors

to avoid flying debris.
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