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SPECIAL ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN FOR RED/BLACK
SIGNAL

. Students should stay home or, if already at school, should
remain there until the end of school hours and conditions are
safe for them to return home.

If the RED/BLACK signal is issued when some students have
set out for school -

./ School-bound students should normally proceed to school
unless the road or traffic conditions ahead are not safe.

. School-bus drivers should listen to radio broadcasts on the
latest development of the rainstorm and ensure that students
are taken to a safe place, normally the school, unless road or
traffic conditions ahead warrant otherwise.

) Schools should arrange to be open and appropriately staffed to
look after any students arriving until it is safe for them to return
home.

~ Candidates for public examinations should listen to radio or
watch television for an announcement to be made by the Hong
Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority.

» Drivers should beware that there are likely to be serious road
flooding and traffic congestion.

.} People should avoid going near easily flooded watercourses or
passing through flooded areas. People whose home may be
seriously flooded should consider evacuating their home until
the rain has eased and flood water subsided.
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NOTES ON ISSUANCE OF THE WARNING SIGNALS

1) The rainfall criteria for the issuance of rainstorm warning signals are for
guidance only. When prolonged rain occurs, the signals may be issued
even if these rainfall criteria are not breached for individual hours.

2) The Observatory will make an effort to issue the AMBER signal a couple of
hours ahead of anticipated heavy rain. However, this lead time may be
considerably shorter in case the heavy rain develops rapidly. Not all AMBER
signals will be followed by RED.

3) The Observatory will endeavour to issue the RED and BLACK signals before
the specified rainfall levels are reached. However, local severe rainstorms
are extremely difficult to forecast. The lead time will generally be very short.
There will even be situations in which a RED signal is issued without a
preceding AMBER. Similarly, a BLACK may be issued without a preceding
RED.
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The rainy season in Hong Kong is normally between April and
September. Rain could be particularly heavy and persistent during May
and June, causing severe traffic disruption and on occasions major
floods and landslips resulting in casualties.

The rainstorm warning system is designed to alert the public about
the occurrence of heavy rain which is likely to bring about major
disruptions, and to ensure a state of readiness within the essential
services to deal with emergencies. It is independent of other severe
weather warnings such as tropical cyclone warning and landslip
warning, which will be issued separately where necessary.

There are three levels of warning : AMBER, RED and BLACK.

The AMBER signal gives alert about potential heavy rain that may
develop into RED or BLACK signal situations. There will be flooding in
some low-lying and poorly drained areas. Key Government
departments and major transport and utility operators are put on alert.

The RED and BLACK signals warn the public of heavy rain which
is likely to bring about serious road flooding and traffic congestion.
They will trigger response actions by Government departments and
major transport and utility operators. The public will be given clear
advice on the appropriate actions to take.

Once issued, the signals are broadcast over radio and television.
For your own safety, listen to radio or television announcements for the
latest information.
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GUIDE TO THE RRINSTORM SIGNALS

AMBER RAINSTORM SIGNAL

Heavy rain has fallen or is expected to fall generally over Hong
Kong, exceeding 30 millimetres in an hour, and is likely to
continue.

ACTION

U Members of the public should take necessary precautions to reduce their
exposure to risk posed by heavy rain, such as flooding.

@ Parents, students, school authorities and school-bus drivers should listen
to radio or television announcements on the weather, road and traffic
conditions.

U Candidates for public examinations should attend the examination as
normal, but should listen to radio or watch television in case the weather
deteriorates suddenly.

U Farmers and fish pond owners, particularly those in low lying or flood
frequented areas, should take the necessary precautions to minimise
losses, which include checking and clearing the drainage system within and
around the farm/fish ponds to ensure that all the drains are not blocked.
Where possible, fish pond operators should reduce the water level of ponds
which are likely to be flooded.

RED RAINSTORM SIGNAL

Heavy rain has fallen or is expected to fall generally over Hong
Kong, exceeding 50 millimetres in an hour, and is likely to
continue.

ACTION

0 Employees working outdoors in areas exposed to rain should suspend
outdoor duties if weather conditions in those areas so warrant.

U People who have to travel should carefully consider weather and road
conditions.

0 If the RED signal is issued before working hours, employees should report
for duty as usual, provided that transport services are available.
Supervisors are encouraged to adopt a flexible attitude in case their staff
have genuine difficulties in arriving at work on time.

U If the RED signal is issued during office hours, employees working indoors
should remain on duty as usual unless it is dangerous to do so. Employees
in areas where transport services are about to be suspended can be
exceptionally released at the discretion of the supervisor. In exercising their
discretion, supervisors should take into account the weather and road
conditions.

BLACK RAINSTORM SIGNAL

Very heavy rain has fallen or is expected to fall generally over
Hong Kong, exceeding 70 milimetres in an hour, and is likely to
continue.

ACTION

Stay indoors or take shelter in a safe place until the heavy rain has passed.

Employees working outdoors in exposed areas should stop work and take
shelter.

People having no safe place to go may take temporary refuge in any of the
special temporary shelters opened by the Home Affairs Department.
Employers are advised not to require their employees to go to work unless
prior agreement on work arrangements during rainstorms has been made.

People who are already at work should stay where they are unless it is
dangerous to do so.
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Intellectual Property Rights Notice
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All contents contained in this publication, including but not limited to all data, maps, text, graphics, drawings, diagrams, photographs, videos and compilation of data or other materials (the “Materials”) are subject to
the intellectual property rights which are either owned by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (the “Government”) or have been licensed to the Government by the intellectual property
rights’ owner(s) of the Materials to deal with such Materials for all the purposes contemplated in this publication. The use of the Materials for non-commercial purposes shall comply with all terms and conditions
provided in the “Conditions of the Use of Materials available in the Hong Kong Observatory Publications for Non-commercial Purposes” (which can be found at: https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/publica/non-
commercialuse.htm). Besides, the use of the Materials for commercial purposes is strictly prohibited unless all terms and conditions provided in the “Conditions of the Use of Materials available in the Hong Kong
Observatory Publications for Commercial Purposes” (which can be found at https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/publica/commercialuse.htm) are complied with and prior written authorisation is obtained from the Hong Kong
Observatory (the “Observatory”) for and on behalf of the Government. For enquiries, please contact the Observatory by email (mailbox@hko.gov.hk) or by facsimile (+852 2311 9448) or by post.
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The information contained in this publication is compiled by the Observatory of the Government for general information only. Whilst the Government endeavours to ensure the accuracy of this general information,
the Government (including its servants and agents) makes no warranty, statement or representation, express or implied, with respect to the accuracy, availability, completeness, non-infringement, reliability, security,
timeliness, appropriateness or usefulness of the information, contained herein, and in so far as permitted by the laws of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China, shall not have
any legal liability (including but not limited to liability for negligence), obligation or responsibility for any loss, destruction, damages, injury or death (save and to the extent any such injury or death is caused by the
negligence of the Government or any of its employees in the course of employment) howsoever arising out of or in connection with any use or misuse of or reliance on the information or inability to use such
information.

The Government reserves the right to omit, delete or edit, all information compiled by the Government in this publication at any time in its absolute discretion without giving any reason or prior notice. Users are
responsible for making their own assessment of all information contained in this publication and are advised to verify such information by making reference, for example, to original publications and obtaining
independent advice before acting upon it.
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