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On average, over ten thousand fire incidents
occur in Hong Kong every year, killing or
injuring more than 600 people. Most of the
fires are caused by carelessness or negligence.
For example, the number of hill fires increases
by 50% on weekends and public holidays,
as more people visit the rural areas and the
countryside.

Fire precautions should be taken all the year
round, but the fire risk is particularly high in
the dry conditions of autumn and winter.

Under the influence of dry continental air
brought by the northeast monsoon, humidity
level in Hong Kong is relatively low during the
autumn and winter months. Things become
dry both indoors and outdoors, leading to a
higher chance of fire outbreaks. The situation
is aggravated if there is a prolonged period
of sunshine. Under such circumstances,
fires can easily start and spread, causing
extensive damage.

The following figure shows the higher number
of fire outbreaks during the autumn and winter
months when the humidity level in
Hong Kong is relatively low
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Relationship between the number of fire incidents and relative humidity

It is vitally important for the public to be extra
vigilant during these periods of enhanced fire

risks. Steps should be taken to minimize the
risk of fire ignition that may lead to tragic
losses of lives and costly damage to properties.

Fire Danger Warning System

The Fire Danger Warning System aims at
alerting the public to conditions in which fires
may start and spread easily. The chance of fire
outbreaks when fire danger warnings are
issued is much higher than the average.

There are two levels of warning: Yellow and
Red. The Yellow Fire Danger Warning will be
issued when the fire risk is high; the Red Fire
Danger Warning will be issued when the fire
risk is extreme. The issuance of warnings are
based on: (a) weather conditions favouring the
occurrence and spread of fires, such as low
humidity and high wind speed; and (b)
information on the dryness of vegetation
supplied by the Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department.

When the fire danger warnings are issued,
warning messages are broadcast on radio,
television and Internet to remind the public
to take necessary
fire precautions.

Warning icons
designed by the
Observatory will

‘ ‘ be displayed on
| ) the TV screen.
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The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department will use “fire-clocks” mounted at
the main entrances to country parks to display
the warnings to visitors and hikers during the
period of the country parks fire season.

The Fire Services Department will also display
the warnings on warning boards posted in front
of fire stations to alert the general public.

Fire precautions

Light fires only in designated barbecue sites
or camp sites. Never leave a fire
unattended; and extinguish all fires before
you leave.

Never burn off rubbish or weeds when
there is a strong wind.

Handle and dispose of cigarettes and
matches with care.

Only burn joss sticks and “paper money”
in containers.

Do not overload the electricity circuit by
using too many plugs and appliances.

Do not leave the stove in use unattended.

Do not block the fire exit. Ensure that the
fire door is always kept closed.

Familiarize yourselves with the route of the
fire exit as well as the operation of fire
fighting facilities.

Dial 999 to report fires promptly.

1f you see a hill fire nearby, keep calm.
Note the direction in which the fire
spreads, avoid escaping in the same
direction as the prevailing wind. Find a
place with less vegetation and choose a
path which is easiest for escape. It is easier
and quicker to escape through existing
paths.

If a Yellow or Red Fire Danger Warning is
in force, be extra alert, take extra care, and
make extra effort to ensure that the above
precautions are taken due attention.

Designed by the Information Services Department
Printed by the Government Logistcs Department
Hong Kang Special Administrative Region Government



MBERAS

Intellectual Property Rights Notice

ATYHFERS  BEERRRAEEN - #E - XK -BE-BE - BAH BH 88 UREBRREGENNERTE BN ) ARMEBERRE - ENNISERHEBRITRERM
(TR "BUE) V3R IRENNNBEREEARTEN » RATIVTEHNAE BNMEEZSER  AAAUNKERERMEIERERR @ 1988 (BBRATIWENNERKAECGERERR))

AR (TR ERIZE | https://www.hko.gov.hk/tc/publica/non-commercialuse.htm) ° [tb4h » BRIEBBART S (FEBRXATVERNNERAEH(EERR)) NEFFES (TRLAER
¥ : https://www.hko.gov.hk/tc/publica/commercialuse.htm) * ¥ ELEMEEBARAXA(TH 'RAXA) ) RRBMFGTHERRERE  SRAIBN—2BEEAFEXRR - MBEAEH  BUEH(ER
HHE © mailbox@hko.gov.hk) ~ fEE (+852 2311 9448) K ERIE S5 N EL R XA B4R -

All contents contained in this publication, including but not limited to all data, maps, text, graphics, drawings, diagrams, photographs, videos and compilation of data or other materials (the “Materials”) are subject to
the intellectual property rights which are either owned by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (the “Government”) or have been licensed to the Government by the intellectual property
rights’ owner(s) of the Materials to deal with such Materials for all the purposes contemplated in this publication. The use of the Materials for non-commercial purposes shall comply with all terms and conditions
provided in the “Conditions of the Use of Materials available in the Hong Kong Observatory Publications for Non-commercial Purposes” (which can be found at: https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/publica/non-
commercialuse.htm). Besides, the use of the Materials for commercial purposes is strictly prohibited unless all terms and conditions provided in the “Conditions of the Use of Materials available in the Hong Kong
Observatory Publications for Commercial Purposes” (which can be found at https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/publica/commercialuse.htm) are complied with and prior written authorisation is obtained from the Hong Kong
Observatory (the “Observatory”) for and on behalf of the Government. For enquiries, please contact the Observatory by email (mailbox@hko.gov.hk) or by facsimile (+852 2311 9448) or by post.
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The information contained in this publication is compiled by the Observatory of the Government for general information only. Whilst the Government endeavours to ensure the accuracy of this general information,
the Government (including its servants and agents) makes no warranty, statement or representation, express or implied, with respect to the accuracy, availability, completeness, non-infringement, reliability, security,
timeliness, appropriateness or usefulness of the information, contained herein, and in so far as permitted by the laws of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China, shall not have
any legal liability (including but not limited to liability for negligence), obligation or responsibility for any loss, destruction, damages, injury or death (save and to the extent any such injury or death is caused by the
negligence of the Government or any of its employees in the course of employment) howsoever arising out of or in connection with any use or misuse of or reliance on the information or inability to use such
information.

The Government reserves the right to omit, delete or edit, all information compiled by the Government in this publication at any time in its absolute discretion without giving any reason or prior notice. Users are
responsible for making their own assessment of all information contained in this publication and are advised to verify such information by making reference, for example, to original publications and obtaining
independent advice before acting upon it.
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