










In the activity “Through the Eyes of Little Reporters”, 
organised by Ming Pao Daily News, pupils from various 
primary schools experienced what it was like to be a 
reporter. They came to the Hong Kong Observatory and 
interviewed Mr SHUN Chi-ming, the Director. The interview, 
which lasted about an hour, went on smoothly, and 
everyone had a great time.

Reporter: 	Who decides the names of typhoons?

SHUN: 	 The names of typhoons are decided by the 

Typhoon Committee made up of 14 Asia 

Pacific countries and regions. Sometimes, 

unusual suggestions are rejected, such 

as “Portuguese Custard Tart” proposed 

by Macau. Can you imagine hearing in 

the news that “Portuguese Custard Tart is 

approaching Hong Kong” when there is a 

typhoon? That is too funny. 

Reporter:	 In recent years, temperatures around 

the world have been on the rise. Can we 

reduce the Greenhouse Effect simply by 

conserving energy? 

SHUN:	 Of course it helps. Everyone should play 

their part. Apart from conserving water and 

electricity, we should refrain from buying 

things we do not need so as to reduce 

waste. 

Excerpt of the Interview

The Director also introduced the little reporters 
to various measuring instruments in the 
Observatory.

Chow Ting-chien: 
I am very happy 
I  c o u l d  me e t 
t h e  D i r e c t o r 
a n d  h a v e  m y 
q u e s t i o n s 
answered.

Yam Ho-ching: 
Some of the typhoon names the 
Director mentioned were really 
funny!

Choi Kwok-sang: 
I have read many books on 
weather. This is my first 
visit to the Observatory, 
and I am very happy.

Ho Sze-ching: 
I have seen the Director on TV before. 
It is great to finally meet him in 
person.

Wan Tin-lam: 
I am very happy the 
Director answered my 
question.

LEE Sai-ming

International Air Cadet 
Exchange Programme 2015

CHEUNG Ping

Over 45 members of the International Air Cadet Exchange 
Programme, accompanied by members of the Hong Kong 
Air Cadet Corps, visited the Hong Kong Observatory on 23 
July 2015.  During the visit, the participants learned about 
how meteorological observations were analysed and weather 
forecasts made, as well as attended a lecture on aviation 
meteorology delivered by Observatory staff.

LEE Fung-ying

Little Reporters Interview 
HKO Director

Reflections on the Experience

Special Educational TV Programme 
on Climate Change 

– Global Warming: Clear and Present Danger
Climate change is an immense challenge faced by people today, and the 
Hong Kong Observatory has strived to promote public education on climate 
change throughout the years. In order to enhance public awareness and 
knowledge on climate change, the Observatory and the Education Bureau 
joined hands in producing a two part special Educational Television 
programme entitled "Global Warming: Clear and Present Danger". 

The programme illustrates basic scientific knowledge about 
climate change as well as presents the evidences and 
consequences of the phenomenon, including the potential 
impacts on Hong Kong against the background of global warming. It can 
be viewed on the Hong Kong Observatory website. 
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On 1 September, Mr SHUN Chi-ming, Director of the Hong Kong Observatory, 
presented the United Nations' World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Research 
Award for Young Scientists 2015 on behalf of WMO to Professor TAI Pui-Kuen of 
the Earth System Science Programme of the Chinese University of Hong Kong. 
Professor TAI is the first Hong Kong scientist to receive the accolade. 

Professor TAI remarked, “I wish to thank members of my research team and my 
collaborating partners for their great work and support over the years. I would also 
like to express my sincere thanks to the Hong Kong Observatory, through which the 
nomination to WMO was successfully made. We will strive to continue our studies 
on the consequences of global environmental change, such that policy makers can 
be better informed to formulate optimal strategies for a sustainable future.”

Editorial Board

As joint effort of the Hong Kong Observatory, the Hong Kong Space Museum and the 
Department of Physics of the University of Hong Kong, the “Weather Information for 
Astronomical Observation” webpage is officially in service. Over the past few months, 
the webpage has provided useful weather information to members 
of the public watching the Perseid Meteor Shower associated with 
Comet Swift-Tuttle as well as the “Super Moon” at Mid-Autumn 
Festival. Next time before you set off in search of the stars, remember 
to visit the webpage for the latest weather conditions at astronomical 
observation hot spots in Hong Kong.

As part of the collaboration project on "Land-sea Deployment for 3-D Seismic Tomography 
Survey in the Pearl River Estuary Region", staff members of the Hong Kong Observatory 
and the Earthquake Administration of Guangdong Province set up five temporary 
seismograph stations in the wilderness in just two days and conducted measurement 
work for almost a month. 

Joint Initiative with Earthquake Administration of Guangdong 
Province to Set up Temporary Seismograph Stations

HUI Tai-wai

HUI Tai-wai, Scientific Officer of the Hong Kong Observatory (left), Dr SO Chu-wing, Physics Project Manager 
of the University of Hong Kong (centre) and HO Man-hung, Assistant Curator of the Hong Kong Space Museum 
(right), introduces  the “Weather Information for Astronomical Observation” webpage. (Photo courtesy of AM730)

Hong Kong Scholar Wins WMO Research Award for 
Young Scientists for the First Time

Official Launch of 
“Weather Information for Astronomical 

Observation” Webpage

HUI Tai-wai

Teamwork: 
At around noon on 3 June, Wong Wai-kwong 
(front), Scientific Assistant of the Observatory and 
CHEN Jiantao (back), engineer of the Earthquake 
Administration of Guangdong Province, along with 
other team members arrived at the pier of the Wong 
Wan Chau Adventure Base to select sites and set up 
mobile seismograph stations on the island. 

Laughing in the Sun: 
On the afternoon of 4 June, Scientific Officer HUI 
Tai-wai photographed with Senior Engineer LIN 
Wei at Tai Shui Hang (Wu Lei Kiu) to declare the 
completion of the mobile seismograph station (blue 
box behind them).
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