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As a Foreign Couple in FoOb

Emil Adamec and Lixia Adamcova

(Volunteer of FoOb)

Becoming a friend of the Observatory meant insider information from the
mysterious weather forecasting “deity” at the beginning. Driven by curiosity, |
first joined the Friends of the Observatory (FoOb) while studying about climate
at school.

Throughout the years as FoOb member, | got to see the normally “off-limit”
weather stations, had a glimpse of the brain of the Hong Kong Observatory
(HKO), attended talks and training courses on the fascinating subjects of
weather and climate, and participated in various exciting events relating to
science and meteorology. | see all these as privileges, especially when the sky
becomes the only nature we get in touch with amidst the concrete jungle in
Hong Kong.

Just like the weather, my persona| life chqnges every moment: from a
student to a working adult, from teaching to guiding, from being single to
adding my husband Emil to our family membership. Yet the warm welcome
from FoOb hasn’t changed a bit, just like the location of HKO Headquarters.
An email from Johnny, the key representative of HKO facilitating the operation
for FoOb, reached me dfter a few years of inactivity. It was such a p|ectsc1nt
surprise that | was invited to help guiding tour at the HKO headquarter with
previous formal training. It felt like going back home after a long trip away.

The people from FoOb and HKO are the real attraction.

People here are, well, a bit different. Yes, there are loads of meteorology
“nerds” here. Yes, HKO staff are all professionals and some of them work at
stormy nights at deserted locations. Yes, many FoOb members are professionals
from all kinds of field as well. But people here are different in the sense that
they are highly open-minded (probably due to the practical need for staff to be
updated to latest technology?), always positive (a common quality for people
used to the storms perhaps?) and cultivated. Isn’t it just nice to be around them?
For this reason, | invited my husband to join FoOb.

Lixia

Photo with the Director of the Hong Kong Observatory,
Mr Shun Chi-ming (left).

As a member of INTBAU
(International Network
for Traditional Building,
Architecture & Urbanism) and
a teacher of “Sculpture in
Architecture”, | found the 1883
building, a declared monument
in Hong Kong, very interesting.
On top of this, the application
of meteorological studies in
understanding nature to provide
services that greatly affect
people’s daily lives, successfully
connects science and culture,
just like a grand work of
architecture and the sculptures
on it. That was the reason why |
happily accepted my wife Lixia’s invitation of joining FoOb.

Although it seems that | am the only “foreigner” in FoOb, and the fact
that | don’t speak Cantonese, | feel home and welcomed at all activities |
participated. A real experience of local life starts here: | got to help distributing
souvenirs at Open Days, paddle vigorously on the dragon boat for the first time
in my life, and catered specially for my vegan diet at celebration parties. These
special experiences with thoughtful treats are impossible if people here don’t do
things with heart.

Normo”y it takes endless effort to persuqde |0rge organizations fo hold
their events with an environmental friendly mind set, and the responses are
usua”y far from positive. Therefore | was astonished at the offer of recyc|eo|
foam boards material for future students architectural project right after HKO's
Open Day. HKO staff surprised me further by proposing a better use of wooden
material cut in the Observatory’s “forest” in the heart of touristic Tsim Sha Tsui.
Instead of disposing old branches directly to the landfill, an artist always know
how to turn the seemingly “useless” material into objects people can connect to.
| suppose this is also the HKO's expertise in connecting the seemingly “boring”
meteorological data into information that people can relate to in their daily lives.

This is what connects me to HKO and FoOb.

Emil
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Link to the Observatory-
through FoOb

Andy WC Lai
(FoOb member and Scientific Officer of HKO)

Typhoon York in 1999, my first ever experience with tropical cyclone signal
number 10 in my life as a young kid. Rain was bashing onto windows, winds
were howling, trees branches were breaking off. Then, there was a peculiar
moment of calmness. Few hours |qter, the madness resumed. | was scqred, but
very curious of what was going on.

A year later, a typhoon was going to hit Hong Kong again. | was watching
the news and saw an Observatory Senior Scientific Officer holding a stick,
pointing to a satellite image with a spectacularly nicely swirling cloud pattern
and a pinhole-sized dot in the middle. He explained that this was a typhoon,
with the eye in the middle. It fascinated me and triggered my interest in
meteorology since then.

| found that | could proactively know more about meteorology by joining
the Friends of the Observatory (FoOb). In 2009, | attended a FoOb meeting with
Dr BY Lee, the then Director of the Observatory, and other members, discussing
the future of HKO. It was a fruitful and inspiring session, not only did we learn
more about HKO's operations on weather warnings, but also gained insightful
information on how HKO promoted public education. | went further and chatted
with HKO officers on how they had come to HKO and their job nature. | found
their job fascinating and interesting. They encouraged me to follow my passion,
an important principle in life.

In 2012, | was delighted to become a summer intern at HKO, a stepping-
stone into the core of the HKO operation. It was challenging and exciting to
work for their forefront rainstorm nowcasting project. | was able to visit the
Tai Mo Shan radar, and the cool TV studio. My passion for meteorology has
increased further and working at HKO has become my dream.

There had been doubts, distractions, uncertainties, challenges along the
way, but | kept chasing my dream. In 2016, | made it! | am honoured to be hired
as a Scientific Officer, formally joining the big family that I have been connected
to since becoming a FoOb ten years ago. HKO staff that | knew from previous
FoOb events now become my colleagues, and many TV weather presenter stars
become my friends too.

It's a new era in my life. The only time one should ever look back is to see
how far one has come with the grooming of my weather interest through FoOb.
Let's now face the exciting challenges and opportunities ahead.  Best wishes for
the 20th anniversary of FoOb!

Andy (left), attended a FoOb meeting W Andy (right as summer infern in 2012),
in 2009 with Dr. BY lee, the then [ together with Mr. Linus Yeung, his supervisor
Director of the Observatory. on rainstorm nowcasting project.

Andy (second right) together with other HKO colleagues at 2016 Open Day.
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