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Business and public engagement of climate change
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The anthropogenic nature of global climate change is undeniable. Climate change will affect all
businesses, potentially through increased frequency and unpredictability of droughts, floods and
storms — impacting agriculture, transportation, tourism, infrastructure and other sectors. As one of the
world’s leading financial institutions, HSBC believes that climate change represents the largest single
environmental challenge this century, presenting risks, as well as opportunities if it is managed in a
timely fashion. Ignoring the risks of climate change would jeopardise our clients’ businesses, and
therefore ours. Managing these risks presents opportunities for growth in the low-carbon economy.

We actively manage our own environmental impact by implementing the Carbon Management
Plan, becoming carbon neutral and implementing the Equator Principles. We incorporate sustainability
into each business element and seek to influence our clients, for example by introducing the Climate
Change Fund, Green Credit Card, Green Travel Insurance and other green products. To engage our
employees and reach out to the public, we launched the HSBC Climate Partnership and the locally
adapted HSBC and Climate Partners, and have also recently undertaken the Climate Confidence
Monitor in a number of countries. It is part of our mission to sustain the shift to a low-carbon economy,
and continue to seek innovative solutions to diversify our roles in tackling climate change.



