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Specification for the Hong Kong Observatory’s Textenly Website (version 20.0)

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/index.htm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/indexc.htm
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® Press Releases #7 i & ﬁ‘ﬁ
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1.1 Warning(s) in Force-- 4 % %2 4 (can be issued at any time)

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/warning/watm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/warning/mahim

A coding of warnings has been added in the texéthasarning web page. With this simple coding,
programmers only need to code their programs tackdar a number instead of a string. It can
avoid the exact wording problem. TBAMPLE layouts are as follow:
English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/warning/wagample.htm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/warning/warsample.htm
The warning code is written in the web page in suetay that it is hidden in the browser but can
be seen by opening the source file (i.e. in Netsc&®ew > Page Source). Below is a part of
warning web page containing the warning codes:

<!--Warning-->

<p>1. VERY HOT WEATHER WARNING ( 16:30 HKT - 24.07. 2000 )</p>
<p>2. STAND BY SIGNAL NO. 1( 17:30 HKT - 24.07.200 0)</p>
<!--/Warning-->

<I--Warning Codes

20

The codes are placed between the-Warning Codes” and the "--> "tags. Eachline
between the tags contains a number representirggaed warning. The order is same as that of
the full wordings and doesn't relate to the isstied. The page will be updated whenever a
warning is issued/cancelled. The mapping betwherctdes and the warnings is defined in the
first column of the table in the Information on \Wergs web page:
English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/explain/mbtm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/explain/othtm

Format of each record shown on ‘Warning(s) in Fqragé-
N. [WARNING] (ISSUE TIME)

! Remarks:

1. Eachline of record indicates issuance of a pdaiovarning

2. N =Asequence number, i.e. 1,2,3...

3.  [WARNING] = Name and cartoon of warning, pleaseerab the “Warnings: Definitions and Meanings”
page (lata.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/explain/intro.htfor Chinese version, please se¢¢ %5 2
E FE" (data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/explain/introc.htm

4. For English, ISSUE TIME = HH:MM HKT — DD.MM.YYYY.

5. For Chinese, ISSUE TIME =YYYY{E MM H DD H HH i MM 47
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1.2 Warning Information -- £ 4 %2 4 & Kl (can be issued at any time)

Contains announcements and precautions on thengarm force:
English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/warning/detém
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/warning/dethtm

1.3 Warnings: Definitions and Meanings -- & ¥ 2 4 & % (static page)

Contains an introduction on warnings:
English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/explain/mtitm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/explain/othtm

2.1 Current Weather Report -- & # # & X & # 4 (normally updated every

hour (HH+02min), warnings and special announcemeray be included at any time)

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/forecast/esigvx2.htm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/forecastasewx2.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

At [TIME1]* at the Hong Kong Observatory :

Air Temperature : XX degrees Celsius

Relative Humidity : XX per cent

Weather Cartoon(s): NO. XX — CAPTION1 / From CAPTIO N1 (NO. XX) to
CAPTIONZ2 (NO. XX)

NO. XX — CAPTION
Represent the weather conditon in CAPTION

From CAPTION1 (NO. XX) to CAPTION2 (NO. XX)
Represent the forecast of change weather condibom CAPTION1 to CAPTION2

Please refer to the following web page for cartoombering and icons:
http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/explain/voac e.htm

During the past hour the mean UV Index recorded at King's Park :

X
Intensity of UV radiation : [INTENSITY]*
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<UV Precaution Message

[Optional : When Intensity of UV Radiation is EXTRIEE, the following precaution message will
be included]

The public is advised to avoid prolonged exposure u nder the sun
to prevent damage to skin and eyes.

<Warnings and Special Announcements>
[Optional : may contain advance alert of issuarargzellation/replacement of warnings]

<Special Weather Tips>

[Optional : may contain special weather tips]

<Regional Temperatures>

The air temperatures at other places were:

King's Park XX degrees;
Wong Chuk Hang XX degrees;
Ta Kwu Ling XX degrees;
Lau Fau Shan XX degrees;
Tai Po XX degrees;
Sha Tin XX degrees;
Tuen Mun XX degrees;
Tseung Kwan O XX degrees;
Sai Kung XX degrees;
Cheung Chau XX degrees;
Chek Lap Kok XX degrees;
Tsing Yi XX degrees;
Shek Kong XX degrees;
Tsuen Wan Ho Koon XX degrees;
Tsuen Wan Shing Mun Valley XX degrees;
Hong Kong Park XX degrees;
Shau Kei Wan XX degrees;
Kowloon City XX degrees;
Happy Valley XX degrees;
Wong Tai Sin XX degrees;
Stanley XX degrees;
Kwun Tong XX degrees;
Sham Shui Po XX degrees.
Kai Tak Runway Park XX degrees
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<Regional Rainfall>

[Optional: When there are lightning activities, rdonly those regions with rainfall exceeding 1
mm, corresponding statement will be included]

Between [TIMEZ2]* and [TIME2]*., lightning was detec ted within
[AREA].
----- Note: The above statement will appear whemnelaee recorded lightning activities -----

Between [TIMEZ2]* and [TIME2]*.,the maximum rainfall recorded in
various regions were:

----Note: The above 2 lines will become the follagiwhen there are both lightning activities and
rainfall recorded-----

Between [TIMEZ2]* and [TIME2]*., lightning was detec ted within
[AREA]. The rainfall recorded in various regions w ere:
Southern District XtoY mm;

Wan Chai XtoY mm;

Eastern District XtoY mm;

Central & Westrn District Xto Y mm;

Sai Kung XtoY mm;

Kwai Tsing XtoY mm;

Sha Tin XtoY mm;

North District XtoY mm;

Tsuen Wan XtoY mm;

Tai Po XtoY mm;

Yuen Long XtoY mm;

Island District XtoY mm;

Yau Tsim Mong XtoY mm;

Sham Shui Po XtoY mm;

Kowloon City XtoY mm;

Wong Tai Sin XtoY mm;

Kwun Tong XtoY mm;

Tuen Mun XtoY mm.

*Note: [TIME1] = {HH A.M., HH P.M., NOON, MIDNIGHT}
[TIME2] = {HH:45 A.M., HH:45 P.M., HH:45}
[AREA] = {name of the area}
[INTENSITY] = {low, moderate, high, very highxgeme}

Rainfall may be X mm
HERE IS THE [VAR-TEXT]:
[Optional : may contain position and intensity imf@ation on Tropical Cyclone]
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*Note:[VAR-TEXT] = {narrative includes classificath and nhame of Tropical Cyclone}

Chinese version:

BB G YYYY Z2NM G DD [ HH 4 M 7738 1] 2 XA # 2

[TIME3]* XX B X X & # &

o XX

¥ RE: 549 2XX

KR HEE: 4w 9EXX-CAPTION/ g CAPTION ( 45 %EXX) ## J CAPTION
(4R 5% XX)

Please refer to the following web page for cartoombering and icons:
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/explain/woac c.htm

#E - /NER o SR R IR E B X
PN - S N 1

<BrieErE >

[Optional : When Intensity of UV Radiatio{ ¥} 43 5% %) is EXTREME (& =), the
following precaution message will be included]

TRE®Z CRKKEEFINER > LRESNKENRE -

<FFRIRSRSRT>

[Optional : may contain special weather tips]

<& R >

[Optional : may contain advance alert of issuararezellation/replacement of warnings]
<&&RIm>

A K H Mo & R R OR

bl sl 1= XJE >
= Tt XJE >
1 o X[E >
St L XJE
K XE
/b H XE
& F XE
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[Optional: When there are lightning activities, rdonly those regions with rainfall exceeding 1
mm, corresponding statement will be included]

[TIME3]* XX

[TIME3]* XX
o

----- Note: The above 2 lines will become the follogrwhen there are both lightning activities
and rainfall recorded

[TIME3]* XX

& X
B X
X
& X

W B A
5 3 B H ooh om A
><><><><><><m
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i 45

i 45
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ZIN
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ZIN
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ZIN
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ZIN
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ZIN

N2
ZIN

N2
ZIN

N2
ZIN

N7
ZIN

N7
ZIN

XJE
X
X
X
X
X
X &
X &
X &
X &
X &
X &
XJE
X
X
X &

45 % [TIMEA]* XX
----- Note: The above statement will appear whemetlaee recorded lightning activities

77 & [TIMEA4]* XX FE kS RN E

55 Z [TIME4]* XX

2Y =
2Y =
Zz2Y E
Zz2Y %
Zz2Y E
2Y =
2Y =
2Y =
Zz2Y E

2Y £
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LB X z ok BY 2 K>

e EX ZKEY 2K

MR X ZKEY 2K

oK XZ K EY = K-

JURE e XZE K EY = K>

ORI X2 K EY = K-

HgE XZ Ok ZY Z k>

X Z Kk 2Y 2 Ko

R [ El={ B EFEA-m & &S
[TIME3]={ E - FTF FF %}
[TIME4] (optional) = { - =SN= G =Sy NP SR S /3

[AREA] = {name of the area}
REINA] X2 oK

LU & A B [VAR-TEXT]
[Optional : may contain position and intensity imf@ation on Tropical Cyclone]

*3¥E: [VAR-TEXT]={ narrative includes classification and name of TeapCyclone}

2.2 Regional Weather in Hong Kong - & # 4> & X &
(updated every 10 minutes)

Contains the meteorological observations (e.geanperatures, wind speed/direction, relative hutyid
mean level pressure, etc) at various weather sgatioHong Kong

English:http://data.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/ts/text readirgfitm
Chinesehttp://data.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/ts/text readinghtm

2.3 Special Weather Tips - % 5] X & ## =
(can be updated at any time )

Contains the special weather tips issued by thegHkang Observatory

English:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/sweatkips.htm
Chinesehttp://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/sweatkips uc.htm

2.4 Yesterday's Weather and Radiation Level Report ¥ H K & K& & & /K F & #
(updated once a day, 00:15H)

English:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/pastwx/ryesttm
Chinesehttp://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/pastwx/rygsbtm
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English version:
Bulletin issued at HH: MM HKT DD/ MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:

BB EAEYYYY MM /7DD A HH 77 MM 773 11 2 K Ga #it s

3.1 Local Weather Forecast -4 3 # & K & 78 # (normally updated hourly
(HH+45, 1615H, 2315H), but more frequent if sitoatchanges rapidly)

Contains a synopsis and latest weather forecasioihd 24 hours ahead for Hong Kong:
English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/forecastlidatm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/forecasi@lcchtm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
ZEXEF YYYY Z£EMM A DD A HH /MM 77881 2 Xsm #2

3.2 9-day Weather Forecast- j1. X X & ¥ # (normally updated twice daily
(11:30H & 16:30H) but can be more frequent if gitan changes)

Contains a synopsis and weather forecast up ay9 ahead for Hong Kong
English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/forecastinsm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/forecastiredatm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY
[Content: refer to the 9-day weather forecast tinlle

Weather Cartoons for 9-day weather forecast
Day 1 cartoon no. XX - Caption
Day 2 cartoon no. XX — Caption
Day 3 cartoon no. XX — Caption
Day 4 cartoon no. XX — Caption
Day 5 cartoon no. XX — Caption
Day 6 cartoon no. XX — Caption
Day 7 cartoon no. XX — Caption
Day 8 cartoon no. XX — Caption
Day 9 cartoon no. XX - Caption
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Please refer to the following web page for inforimabn the cartoons for 9-day forecast:
http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/v2/eom_e.htm

Chinese version:
BB ETS YYYY ZEMM A DD A HH #F MM 77384 2 K@ 2 4

[Content: refer to the 9-day weather forecast tinlle

o
!
!
Pl

L N e = o R Wi N

H fH

4% 5E XX - Caption
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Please refer to the following web page for inforimrabn the cartoons for 9-day forecast:
http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/explain/eom_c.htm

3.3 South China Coastal Waters- # 5 & &% X & # 4 (updated 6 times a day,
03:30H, 05:30H, 12:30H, 16:30H, 19:30H, 23:30Ht ban be more frequent if situation
changes)

Contains weather information for south China calastaters:
English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/forecastabtm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/forecastgchtm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY
[Content: refer to the South China Coastal Watatketin]

Chinese version:
BEXCETS YYYY MM A DD A HH #F MM 733812 A 37 #i2s
[Content: refer to the South China Coastal Watatietin]
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3.4 UV Index Forecast --'& 4p 43 35 8 7 H| (updated once a day, 17:00H, but
will be updated as necessary in case of weathegesatill 10:00H the next day.)
Contains forecast of maximum UV Index for tomorrow:

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/forecastasef textonly.htm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/forecastdstf textonly.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

THE MAXIMUM UV INDEX FOR DD Month (Weekday) WILL BEABOUT X. The intensity of
UV radiation will be Y.

Chinese version:

BB EFEYYYY MM /7DD A HH 77 MM 773 11 2 K Ga it s

XAXH (EHMX) RS R RIEBRRIEX @mEBRY:

3.5 Automatic Regional Weather Forecast in Hong Kog & Pearl River Delta
Region-- & # K %L = & W E K B 8 5 & XK ¥ # (updated at
any time.)

Contains forecast of maximum UV Index for tomorrow:

English: http://maps.weather.gov.hk/ocf/text_e.html
Chinese:http://maps.weather.gov.hk/ocf/text uc.html

4.1 Tropical Cyclone Warning Bulletin -- 2t #% & i 2 < (updated hourly (HH)
when TC signal is in force)

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/tc/tc_txtoht
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/tc/tcc tikinh

4.2 Tropical Cyclone Position-- # # & Jjif fiz & (updated once every 3 hours
whenever a tropical cyclone warning signal is irc&)

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/tc/tcp.htm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/tc/tcpc.htm
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English version:

Bulletin updated at HH:MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Forecast Positions and Intensities

Date time Position Classification Maximum sustaine d wind
HH:MM HKT DD Month YYYY XX.X N XXX.X E Classificati on X km/hour
Current Position and Intensity

Date time Position Classification Maximum sustain ed wind
HH:MM HKT DD Month YYYY XX.X N XXX.X E Classificati on X km/hour
(available only after TC Signal No.3 or higher is i ssued and will
be updated hourly)
Past Positions and Intensities

Date time Position Classification Maximum sustained wind

HH:00 HKT DD Month YYYY XX.X N XXX.X E Classificati on X km/hour

Chinese version:
B EF YYYY Z£MM A DD A HH 4F MM 7338 H1 = K 3a #4

THOM Y fz B 0 5R E

& B fir & B RCHE A Bz e A R
YYYY MM H DD HHH i XX.X N XXX.X E Classification BN X AR

WOy i B Mo

& B R ft & B R E B A e e A SRR
YYYY MM H DD HHH B XX.X N XXX.X E Classification FNREX AH
(available only after TC Signal No.3 or higher is i ssued and will

be updated hourly)

Mk L B O9E

& B fir B B RO BE R Bz e A R
YYYY MM H DD HHH i XX.X N XXX.X E Classification B X AR

4.3 Tropical Cyclone Warning for Shipping --& f% §4 % it 1y # % | JE

(updated once every 3 hours around  01:00H, 04:00A00H, 10:00H, 13:00H,
19:00H, and 22:00H whenever a tropical cyclonedsted within 10-30N, 105-125E)

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/tc/tcw_shim
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/tc/tcw shibm
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English version:

Bulletin updated at HH:MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
BB ETS YYYY ZEMM A DD A HH #F MM 77384 2 K@ 2 4
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5.1 Information on Weather of Cities in China-- g & & K B m X & ¥ M
(updated once a day, 21:50H )

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/other/iw¢mh
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/other/iwdtm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
ZEXEF YYYY Z£EMM A DD A HH /MM 77881 2 Xm #2

5.2 Weather Forecast for Major Cities in Guangdong- & 3 &4 ¥ Z ) ™
X R T8 #H (updated twice a day, 07:15H, 18:15H)

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/other/wfgaht
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/other/wfdmh

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
B EE YYYY JAMM A DD A HH AFMM 77384 2 @ 34

5.3 Weather Forecast for Tourist Attractions in Guangdong-- & ¥ & g #
2L X & FE # (updated once a day, 18:30H)

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/other/wfth
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/other/wfbtoa

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
ZEXEF YYYY Z£EMM A DD A HH /F MM 77881 2 Xm #27

5.4 World Weather Information -- it & & K % 1 X & 4 B (updated four
timesa day, 06:00H., 10:00H., 18:00H, 22:00H)

English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/other/wwiht
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/textonly/v2/other/wwimh
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English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:

BB ST YYYY SEMM A DD A HH 4F MM 811 AR # 2

6.1 Tidal Information -- ¥ % & ¥ (updated at any time)

Hyperlinks to HKO’s web site:
English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/tide/ttext.htm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/tide/ttext_uc.htm

6.2 Press Releases #r B % £ (updated at any time)

Hyperlinks to HKO’s web site:
English: http://data.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/news/index.htm
Chinese:http://data.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/news/indexc.htm

(Please note that the updated time listed abotleeischeduled time of issuance, the time of updatirthe web site

may be several minutes later than the issuance time
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