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Specification for the Hong Kong Observatory’s Textenly Website (version 17.0)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/index.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/indexc.htm
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1.1 Warning(s) in Force-- % ¥+ & f, (can be issued at any time)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/warn.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/warnerht

A coding of warnings has been added in the texédasarning web page. With this simple
coding, programmers only need to code their progreovsearch for a number instead of a string.
It can avoid the exact wording problem. T®&MPLE layouts are as follow:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/warn_gaehtm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/warncngae.htm
The warning code is written in the web page in suetay that it is hidden in the browser but can
be seen by opening the source file (i.e. in Netscd®jew > Page Source). Below is a part of
warning web page containing the warning codes:

<!--Warning-->

<p>1. VERY HOT WEATHER WARNING ( 16:30 HKT - 24.07. 2000 )</p>
<p>2. STAND BY SIGNAL NO. 1( 17:30 HKT - 24.07.200 0)</p>
<!--/Warning-->

<!--Warning Codes

20

The codes are placed between thke-Warning Codes" and the "--> "tags. Eachline
between the tags contains a number representirggaed warning. The order is same as that of
the full wordings and doesn't relate to the isstieet. The page will be updated whenever a
warning is issued/cancelled. The mapping betwhercodes and the warnings is defined in the
first column of the table in the Information on \Wargs web page:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/intraant
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/introtirn

Format of each record shown on ‘Warning(s) in Fquege:
N. [WARNING] (ISSUE TIME)

! Remarks:

1. Each line of record indicates issuance of aqdar warning

2. N =Asequence number, i.e. 1,2,3...

3. [WARNING] = Name and cartoon of warning, pleaster to the “Warnings: Definitions and Meanings”
page www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/intro.htmFor Chinese version, please S% WO f’,
£ A" (www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/introc.htm

4. For English, ISSUE TIME = HH:MM HKT — DD.MM.YYYY.

5. For Chinese, ISSUE TIME =YYYYF MM *|] DD [! HH Eﬁ MM 3
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1.2 Warning Information -- Fé‘f A F‘, ¥ | (can be issued at any time)

Contains announcements and precautions on thengarm force:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/detatirh
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/detatitn

1.3 Warnings: Definitions and Meanings --% % % fi & & (static page)

Contains an introduction on warnings:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/intraant
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/introtirn

2.1 Current Weather Report -- 4 ¥ #5 B ~ % f, (normally updated every
hour (HH+02min), warnings and special announcemetay be included at any time)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/engiist2.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/chinggg.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

At [TIME1]* at the Hong Kong Observatory :

Air Temperature : XX degrees Celsius

Relative Humidity : XX per cent

Weather Cartoon(s): NO. XX — CAPTION1 / From CAPTIO N1 (NO. XX) to
CAPTION2 (NO. XX)

NO. XX — CAPTION
Represent the weather conditon in CAPTION

From CAPTION1 (NO. XX) to CAPTION2 (NO. XX)
Represent the forecast of change weather condittom CAPTION1 to CAPTION2

Please refer to the following web page for cartoombering and icons:
http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/wxiconhtn

During the past hour the mean UV Index recorded at King's Park : X
Intensity of UV radiation : [INTENSITY]*

<UV Precaution Message
[Optional : When Intensity of UV Radiation is EXTREE, the following precaution message will
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be included]

'D’ HonNG KONG OBSERVATORY

The public is advised to avoid prolonged exposure u

to prevent damage to skin and eyes.

<Warnings and Special Announcements>

[Optional : may contain advance alert of issuarargzellation/replacement of warnings]

<Regional Temperatures>

The air temperatures at other places were:

King's Park XX degrees;
Wong Chuk Hang XX degrees;
Ta Kwu Ling XX degrees;
Lau Fau Shan XX degrees;
Tai Po XX degrees;
Sha Tin XX degrees;
Tuen Mun XX degrees;
Tseung Kwan O XX degrees;
Sai Kung XX degrees;
Cheung Chau XX degrees;
Chek Lap Kok XX degrees;
Tsing Yi XX degrees;
Shek Kong XX degrees;
Tsuen Wan Ho Koon XX degrees;
Tsuen Wan Shing Mun Valley XX degrees;
Hong Kong Park XX degrees;
Shau Kei Wan XX degrees;
Kowloon City XX degrees;
Happy Valley XX degrees;
Wong Tai Sin XX degrees;
Stanley XX degrees;
Kwun Tong XX degrees;
Sham Shui Po XX degrees.

<Regional Rainfall>

nder the sun

[Optional: When there are lightning activities, rdonly those regions with rainfall exceeding 1
mm, corresponding statement will be included]

Between[TIME2]*and[TIMEZ2]*.,lightningwasdetec tedwithin[AREA].
----- Note: The above statement will appear whemnelaee recorded lightning activities -----
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Bet.\).Veen[TIMEZ]*and[TlME2]*.,themaximumrainfaII recordedinvarious
regions were:

----Note: The above 2 lines will become the follagriwhen there are both lightning activities and
rainfall recorded-----

Between[TIME2]*and[TIMEZ2]*.,lightningwasdetec tedwithin[AREA].
The maximum rainfall recorded in various regions we re.
Southern District X mm;

Lamma Island X mm,;

Wan Chai X mm;

Eastern District X mm,;

Central & Westrn District X mm,;

Kowloon East X mm;

Sai Kung Xmm;

Lantau Island X mm,;

Kowloon West X mm;

Kwai Tsing X mm;

Sha Tin X mm;

North District X mm;

Tsuen Wan X mm;

Tai Po X mm;

Yuen Long X mm,;

Tuen Mun X mm.

*Note: [TIME1] = {HH A.M., HH P.M., NOON, MIDNIGHT}
[TIME2] = {HH:45 A.M., HH:45 P.M., HH:45}
[AREA] = {name of the area}
[INTENSITY] = {low, moderate, high, very highxgeme}

HERE IS THE [VAR-TEXT]:
[Optional : may contain position and intensity imf@tion on Tropical Cyclone]

*Note:[VAR-TEXT] = {narrative includes classificain and name of Tropical Cyclone}
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Chinese version:

/Z’fﬁ%:\ V’/{/‘if‘ YYYY 2 MM 4/DD /f/HH ﬂfM\/IJ’féfﬂ{;// :\ﬁf@'f,

[TIMES]* XX [ = ¥ 7 & i

S 3k XX A

iS5 E 0 FrosT XX

%R [ AR BEXX-CAPTION/ (11 CAPTION( i B XX) i £ CAPTION( ;
5 XX)

=T

—F

i

¢

Please refer to the following web page for cartoombering and icons:
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/wxiconhtm

I I SN I A F (e
29 :[ap e
< R >

[Optional : When Intensity of UV RadiatioB{ 7t = ¥i "t)is EXTREME f (#) , the
following precaution message will be included]

M 5wl R OR T T B 1) RO L AR

< ‘ffl 'Js'/ﬁ [ij[jﬂ;f[ >

[Optional : may contain advance alert of issuararzellation/replacement of warning s]
<ﬁ]§.@,;’?@5t>

E S I TR R

oA X
'be[ [R5 XA
el ﬁg Xt
iR XA
- fm XA
p T X
aflil X
VSRR X
[ X
R X
e é@, E‘-'J XA
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?J L X@ ’
T XA >
ER N X
WG X
Fﬁ Wt R X%
G X
Ju e b X4
E‘é‘} Eﬂ By X@ ’
B XA
e = XA
B X
s **L 578 X o

<F<I]E.5F':J§|>
[Optional: When there are lightning activities, rdonly those regions with rainfall exceeding 1
mm, corresponding statement will be included]

[TIME3]* XX Eﬁ 45 ;; = [TIME4]* XX Eﬁ 45 57 - [AREA] F| [Y] FFICT‘ FE,EI oo

----- Note: The above statement will appear whemelaee recorded lightning activities -----
[TIME3]* XX E\JJE 45 ;) = [TIME4]* XX E\JJE 45 75 > F‘[ B & fH & ﬁ"J & g/l
L

----- Note: The above 2 lines will become the follogrwhen there are both lightning activities
and rainfall recorded -----

[TIME3]* XX Eﬁ 45 77 = [TIMEA4]* XX Eﬁ 45 77 - [AREA] F| [Y] FIJT‘
AR S

[ &L o

e

fy B X L
LR
WX LT
M oB X (S
Ho P X = f o
JedE R X = ok
Frgr X 2O S
AmEal X &=k
JeEE X Rk
=X =
X Bk
=W X (S
2w X [0 N
~ o X ok
7o X ook
i X e
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PR L RIS (S
[TIME3] ={ J—’J‘H[’J‘m TN T Tk}
[TIMEA4] (optional) = { e L L R N (3
[AREA] = {name of the area}

LU & A B [VAR-TEXT]
[Optional : may contain position and intensity imf@ation on Tropical Cyclone]

*1=H: [VAR-TEXT]={ narrative includes classification and name of TeapCyclone}

2.2 Regional Weather in Hong Kong -- [HRCIE
(updated every 10 minutes)

Contains the meteorological observations (e.geanperatures, wind speed/direction, relative hutyid
mean level pressure, etc) at various weather sgatioHong Kong

English:http://www.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/ts/text_readingditen
Chinesehttp://www.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/ts/text readingdhtm

2.3 Yesterday's Weather and Radiation Level Report p& fI = & » gﬁ, LR N |
(updated once a day, 00:15H)

English:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/pastwx/ryestxtoh
Chinesehttp://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/pastwx/ryesdikm

English version:
Bulletin issued at HH: MM HKT DD/ MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:

/Z’/‘f%?:\¢/z'/‘7} YYYY 2 MM £/DD f/HH ﬂfMM IV J/f/

3.1 Local Weather Forecast --# ¥ 25 B = 3% F # (normally updated hourly
(HH+45, 1615H, 2315H), but more frequent if sitoatchanges rapidly)

Contains a synopsis and latest weather forecasioihd 24 hours ahead for Hong Kong:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/loc#ioh
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/locatm

English version:
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Bullétin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
/Z’f;%i:\ d//z’,‘ﬁ” YYYY Z# MM £/DD f/HH ﬂf MM ﬂéﬁﬂf;f/:\ﬁ%ﬁﬁ

3.2 7-day Weather Forecast- + = = % 3f # (normally updated twice daily
(11:30H & 16:30H) but can be more frequent if aitan changes)

Contains a synopsis and weather forecast up tys ahead for Hong Kong
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/ndamht
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/ndaymh

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY
[Content: refer to the 7-day weather forecast tinlle

WEATHER CARTOONS FOR 7-DAY WEATHER FORECAST
DAY 1 CARTOON NO. XX - Caption
DAY 2 CARTOON NO. XX - Caption
DAY 3 CARTOON NO. XX - Caption
DAY 4 CARTOON NO. XX - Caption
DAY 5 CARTOON NO. XX — Caption
DAY 6 CARTOON NO. XX — Caption
DAY 7 CARTOON NO. XX - Caption

Please refer to the following web page for inforimabn the cartoons for 7-day forecast:
http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/wxiconhem

Chinese version:
/Z’f;%i:\ d//z’,‘ﬁ” YYYY # MM “4/DD f/HH ﬂf MM ;’féff/{;//:\ﬁ%ﬁﬁ
[Content: refer to the 7-day weather forecast tinlle

I

|

e

't
M
i

~ ¥ ¥ jﬁ ﬂ?ﬂ‘
S EFF'} B XX - Caption
CUNSEEN Nl ;Fr'} B XX - Caption
IS ;Fr'} B XX - Caption
SN NN Jﬁ ﬁ?ﬂ‘ 7’?} XX - Caption
VNSO =N 7’?} B XX — Caption
gy i TR 7’?} B XX — Caption
S EFF'} B XX — Caption

Please refer to the following web page for inforimrabn the cartoons for 7-day forecast:
http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/wxiconhtm
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3.3 South China Coastal Waters- # Fy & i = % # ¢, (updated 6 times a day,
03:30H, 05:30H, 12:30H, 16:30H, 19:30H, 23:30Ht ban be more frequent if situation
changes)

Contains weather information for south China calastaters:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/sccumht
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/sccviimh

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY
[Content: refer to the South China Coastal Watatketin]

Chinese version:
/Z’f;%i:\ d//z’,‘ﬁ” YYYY # MM “4/DD f/HH ﬂf MM ;’fﬁﬂf;f/:\ﬁﬁ’ﬁ
[Content: refer to the South China Coastal Watatketin]

3.4 UV Index Forecast --%x 9t & T'F'l Bt 35 ¥ (updated once a day, 17:00H, but
will be updated as necessary in case of weathegesatill 10:00H the next day.)
Contains forecast of maximum UV Index for tomorrow:

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/uvfdsixtonly.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/uvfcgxtonly.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

THE MAXIMUM UV INDEX FOR DD Month (Weekday) WILL BEABOUT X. The intensity of
UV radiation will be Y.

Chinese version:
Fr# = FAEYYYY # MM Z/DD /7 HH /i MM ﬂg’ﬁﬂ/ﬂ/%ﬁﬁ?ﬁ

XEPXCE OB X0 vl % b S dg B S A kL X I B Y e
4.1 Tropical Cyclone Warning Bulletin -- 2t ﬁ %o bz f'[ (updated hourly (HH)
when TC signal is in force)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/tc/tc_txt.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/tc/tcc txt.htm
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4.2 Tropical Cyclone Position-- £t T‘:"‘» X B2 b fF'f (updated once every 3 hours
whenever a tropical cyclone warning signal is irc&)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/tc/tcp.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/tc/tcpc.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Forecast Positions and Intensities
Date time Position Classification Maximum sustaine d wind

HH:MM HKT DD Month YYYY XX.X N XXX.X E Classificati on X km/hour

Current Position and Intensity

Date time Position Classification Maximum sustain ed wind
HH:MM HKT DD Month YYYY XX.X N XXX.X E Classificati on X km/hour
(available only after TC Signal No.3 or higherisi ssued and will be

updated hourly)

Past Positions and Intensities
Date time Position Classification Maximum sustained wind

HH:00 HKT DD Month YYYY XX.X N XXX.X E Classificati on X km/hour

Chinese version:

/z,f;zg% < ;’/# YYYY 2 WM 4/ DD f/HH ,HfM\/I;?éﬁf//J/z\;? ’;7

T Y AR

i Hh R o R TIRa = Iz e R R
YYYY & MM #|DD [IHH [ XX.X N XXX.X E Classification HAEX AR

B AR

i Hh R Ll R TIRa = l A e A R
YYYY # MM ] DD [IHH [ XX.X N XXX.X E Classification BENIE X B
(available only after TC Signal No.3 or higherisi ssued and will be

updated hourly)

i Hh R o SR TIRaR = Foz e R R
YYYY & MM #|DD [IHH [ XX.X N XXX.X E Classification HAEX AR
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4.3 Tropical Cyclone Warning for Shipping --£% lijﬁ Ao - Oy 2 if"J X b B f,
(updated once every 3 hours around  01:00H, 04:00A00H, 10:00H, 13:00H, 16:00H,
19:00H, and 22:00H whenever a tropical cyclonedsated within 10-3WN, 105-125E)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/tc/tcw_ship.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/tc/tcw shipc.thm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
/z'fﬁ?ij\ d//;’,‘ﬁ‘ YYYY & MM 4/DD f/HH ﬂf MM ;7g'ﬁ’ff,’;//z\;§ Jff/

5.1 Information on Weather of Cities in China-- f[r B ﬁ e AR R
(updated once a day, 21:50H )

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/iwcc.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/iwccec.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
/z'fﬁ?ij\ d//;’,‘ﬁ‘ YYYY & MM 4/DD /f/HH ﬂf MM ;7g'ﬁ’ff,’;//z\;§ Jff/

5.2 Weather Forecast for Major Cities in Guangdong- ’?4 WmH 2R
= 3 H # (updated twice a day, 07:15H, 18:15H)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wfg.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wfgc.htm
English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
/;,f,zgrwf',;c YYYY #*MM £/DD f/HH ,HfMM SRV = ’ff,
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5.3 Weather Forecast for Tourist Attractions in Guaagdong -- ?4 W TE E
Rir = % 7 # (updated once a day, 18:30H)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wfgt.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wfgtc.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
/z';’;%z%i\ :ﬁ;’,‘# YYYY # MM £/DD f/HH ﬂf MM ﬁéﬁ?/,’;f/%;ﬁﬁ?ﬁ

5.4 World Weather Information -- #if B & * ¥ Ji| = % ] Bl (updated four
times a day, 06:00H., 10:00H., 18:00H, 22:OOH§

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wwf.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wwfc.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/MMM/YYYY

Chinese version:
/z';’;%z%i\ :ﬁ;’,‘# YYYY # MM £/DD f/HH ﬂf MM ﬁéﬁ?/,’;f/%;ﬁﬁ?ﬁ

6.1 Press Releases # [ & ff] (updated at any time)

Hyperlinks to HKO’s web site:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/news/index.htm
Chinese:http://www.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/news/indexc.htm

(Please note that the updated time listed abotleeischeduled time of issuance, the time of updatirthe web site

may be several minutes later than the issuanceg time
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