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Hong Kong Observatory -

Weathering the Storms for 125 Years
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“Hong Kong Observatory - Weathering the Storms for 125 Years” Exhibition
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Starting with only a couple of staff and a handful of simple instruments
when the Hong Kong Observatory was established in 1883, the Observatory
has evolved to cope with societal changes in the past 125 years to one of the
leading meteorological services in the world. Through words, pictures,
early weather charts, as well as artifacts like typhoon signals, the exhibition
tells stories about the Observatory's evolution, and brings you back the
memories of those storms that have devastated Hong Kong.
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On 2 March 1883, Dr William Doberck was
appointed the first Director of the Hong Kong
Observatory
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* Time service was the principal mission
of the Hong Kong Observatory when it

was established. The photo shows the Time Ball Tower in use from 1885
to 1907, which still stands at the junction of Canton Road and Salisbury
Road, Tsim Sha Tsui
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The Observatory started providing
tropical cyclone warning service
soon after its establishment. A cannon

was fired when gale force winds were expected in Hong Kong. The photo
shows a signaling cannon on Victoria Peak in the early 20th century.
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The earliest extant weather map of the
Hong Kong Observatory dated 30 June
1909.
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The Observatory started using hydrogen balloons to make upper air measure-
ments in 1921 despite the government's meager support, laying down the
foundation for aviation weather service. The photo shows Observatory staff
launching a pilot balloon at the Tsim Sha Tsui headquarters.
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Because of the minor damage in Hong Kong caused by the earthquake near
Shantou in 1918, the Observatory started seismological monitoring in 1921.
The picture is the seismogram that recorded a earthquake in Mongolia on 12 and
13 January 1929.
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Hong Kong fell into enemy hands in 1941, buta A , ‘T_T

few imprisoned Observatory staff persevered
with weather observations. Under restrictions
in wartime, part of the records was only
scribbled on the back of cigarette packets.
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Director of Hong Kong Observatory Mr.
Benjamin Davis Evans who endeavored to
continue meteorological work while being
interned by the Japanese force.
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Weather records of May 1944
at Stanley




