


Tropical Cyclone Plotting Map
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Tropical cyclones are classified as follows
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When plotting the track of the centre of a tropical cyclone, it is important
to note that there can be short term erratic departures from the general
direction of movement. These departures are partly due to difficulties in
locating the centre of the tropical cyclone, and partly due to short term
fluctuations in the direction and speed of movement of the centre.

The direction towards which a tropical cyclone is moving and the bearing
of its centre from Hong Kong are each given to the nearest point of a
16-point compass bearing. Thus the actual bearing will be within 11'%° of
the reported value. For example, the centre of a typhoon on any bearing
between 79° and 101° and moving on any heading between 259° and
281° is said to be “centred......east of Hong Kong and moving west......"
It will be seen that this statement does not necessarily mean that the
centre is heading directly towards Hong Kong as its course could be as
much as 22° off the direct “collision” course.





